To. THE 


Rev. Pr. TR A PP . 


oc l O,NED BY 


A hs P AMPHLET, Entituled, The 


True Spirit of the MerTnoprers, Sc. 
Mel to be written by the Doctor 
. 
As * WHEREIN: 
8 'S y's Charge of 1 Deiim f! in the 


Congratulatory Letter, againſt the Four Ser- 


rs is further enforced, and fully confirmed, 


; | W TH so 
Short Reik on 


of the Former. 
ALSO 


A Short Account of JohN A? Em 8 | Tragi-Co- 
2 Nha ERMON, Preached at Kennington-Common, 


or ow 26. to a numerous polite Audience; and 
Mr. 78 N WESLEY's Tee: WARY Mo- 


DERN CnAISTIAx. 


| By yi — Eſq; 8 
Who wwhen he was revided, I not again; when he 2 


Py 


7 — 
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6 


fered, he threatned not, but committed himſelf to him 0G 


4 — 1 Pet. i. e 


„„ TT 


Printed for T. Coo x, at the Glebe in Pater 
. Kow, I 740. : ö 


r 
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out of Loa N M Szacnaves: 


Mr. BA VIE of Briftl, his 
ESSAY on InsPiRATIon; the Doctor's Self- con- 
traditions on that Head expoſed; and a Compari- 
ſon drawn between Him, and our Saviour hy: his 


Apoſtles ; deſign'd to Yuftrate the Chriſtian Meekneſs 
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JD ES H E nde 975 he allowing FO | 
ED * ntither 4 rigid churchman nor” 
SIS 2 tbe doctor, But a lover of the 
ATE OT Chriſtian religion, and true friend 
tt chews all. He apprebende, that as the 
clergy have too generally," by their carnality 
and Iukewarmneſs, miniſter d to the more ſo- 
ber part of churchmen juft cauſe of unegfi. 
neſs, Tn been the means of occafioning the 
preſent religious ferment amongſt us; ſo on the 
other hand, the methodiſts, under the notion of 
reforming, ſeem to have carried (or to be intent 
on 22 things abundantly too far : they. 
have not only drawn after them, and engaged 


a ſtrong — in their favour, but ſeem, 5 
(unhappy * indeed) intent on reviving.” 
amongf usrigid Calviniſm, a —_— —— g 

* with. 


| los improve all to their own. . 


1 PREFACE 


with doctrines as 7 ofite to reaſon as tran 
ſubſtantiation it 0 and a ene times 
more. 3 —— 2 Bu 
Tuc; ca Cauſe deſtruct i 
tte . 2 . God. 
And here F cannot but lament the very in- 
di iſcreet behaviour of ſome of our divines (in 
rt reſpects very judicious perſons) in at- 
mpting to reclaim theſe men, and cure theſe 
evil, by improper methods, by a hard, ſevere, 
I wnchriftian treatment, inead of meek- 
neſs and mild reaſoning”, for be their argu- 
ments ever ſo ſuf in tbemſelves, yet if urged 
with an unchriſtian heat, they not only Io ofe 
all tbeir force, but d mare. bum than. good, 
ad are oftentimes. the muans of ftablifhi 
| 7 0 0 euils they are wiſely cafe to de 
2. De commun pechle, en the one hand, 
1 take ſuch, uſage for a mark of error, ant 
a. hn of aperſecuting. Spirit, fray thence be 
led to condemn, by wholeſale, th argu- 
ments in the world; on tb 0 way the ring 
leaders of ſuch. ſchiſius will bardiy be. _— 


is real. 


promotion of their own party. This 
I a lamentable caſe} and it maſt 

5 betauſe to plain to be deny'd, that. Dedtor 
Trapp. has much erred in. = wa and. im. 
bittered the ſpirits of his. adver ſeries ; here 
be has ground exceedingly, end (I. ear) 
agſtroy d, in great meaſure, that if 


whick ; might otherwijfe have arcru le * | 


— 


be %,, 


P RB TIA El. 
labours, which frem to want nothing jo. much 


"as the mildneſt of Berriman, 7 render ben 
exceedingiy ſerwiceable to the publick. | 


Mildes in debate is rertainly moſt ft fri 11 
able to a Man, as well os big 0 Becoming a 
chriſtian, facred tie 20 fit Lord and 
Maffer, as an example of mee tneſi und pa- 
tience, permits him mot in the leaſt to devi- 
ate from the rules of civility and good breed. 
ing in defence of chriſtianity: * This good rule 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter has, in 11 his reli- 
gious debates, inviolably obſerved”, and it 
would, I am fare, <vell become us all, more 
E ach as are miniſters, to follow his 
"Perhaps, the due rote of 

this — rule in controverſy, has been as 
great an inflrument. raijing the Bi ſhop” s 
credit, both as a diſputant and g chriſtian, 
as the Areng th and depth of his reaſoning ; 
indeed, be ſhines in beth, and both have con- 
fbired to make him hat he really is, one of 
the greateſt men of the a | 
I confeſs, indeed, this meek and peaceable 
behaviour, 2518 patience under tnfults, is more 
hard to attain to, in a flate of power and 
proſperity, eſpecially ' where nature is a little 
erooked and perverſe, than in time of diſtreſs 
and perſecution: Nor do F think it becomes 


us 70 bear too hard upon the Doctor on this 
agderoum; all men have their failings, and 
that may be bis. We ought rather to reflett 
on our own faults and infirmities, and endea- 
| | A 2 vour 


iN 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ N 
* 
! 
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i PAE EAN E. 


vour to mend ourſelves, . before we ſet up to 


mend others; for my part, I freely own, that 


à rude abuſive way of writing is to ne more 
deteſtable than ever, there is no argument in 


it, no good done by it, but often much harm. 


Had the author of the Preſervative, &c. but 
ſoberly attended to this rule, I believe his 


hole performance might baue been ſpared, 
more eſpecially his late Letter to the Doctor, 


©" ſpleen and billingiate all over, not a e 


to the purpoſe ; it ſpeaks altogether the lan- 


guage of a revengetul, difappointed, impotent 


writer, enraged becauſe he cannot defend him- 


felf againſt the Doctors arguments. This 


Doctors adverſaries, bas injudiciouſiy attack. 
ed him in the wrong places, where he was 


| 1 rong and impregnable; nothing can be more 


unjuſt and ridiculous, than their charging the 
 Dottor with deſtroying our obligations to the 


* 


general ſo well fixed their boundaries, and 


deity, in eſtabliſhing fey, when he has in 


fo accurately diſtinguiſhed them ; in this point, 
_ the 1oriter abovementioned has manifeſtly abu- 


not being able to defend himſelf; be is reſolved 
ro be angry, to call the Doctor's underſtand. 


ing in queſtion, and to ſacrifice it to a pigue 


of bis owns, 4 thing, which the devil bimfelf 
durſt never attempt ſo barefacedly till. now : 


Such railing and abuſe, ſuch childiſh reflec- 


tions, ab this author makes uſe gf, are noi 
= 5 only 


; 
a - 


PRE, F AT CIE. vii 
only a reproach, to common ſenſe and bivi- 
lity, but entirely repugnant to the zeal which 
he would willingly be thought to have. for reli- 
gian, and the tender love: and concern le pre- 
tende for an Doctor. . * 
\ Alike u argument (i 
not — e n abuſe, gums bad. e- 
nough too) is Mr. Whitefield's attack on the 
writings and reputation of that worthy and 
pious prelate, archbiſhop Tillorſon, the mean- 
eft of whoſe performances are invulnerable 
againſt him, and ſcorn the attempts of ſuch 
an inconfiderable e ear whoſe zeal has 
now, if. ever, got the heels of. his underfland- 
ing. Can modeſty, or any thing that. is good 
and grateful, bear, without the utmoſt con- 
tern, ſuch à cruel inſult: upon the reputation 
of . ſo great. and good a perſonage, whoſe 
words, as. now quoted by Mr. W. in the Dai- 
ly Advertiſer, ſhine [ike a diamond ſet in jet, 
or a jewel in a ſow's ear, and feem to recei ve 
a luftre, by tbe way of foil, from Mr. 
| weak and frivolous attempt to expoſe them . 
This, J profeſs, bas put me more out f 

conceit with. Mr. W. than any thing elſe be- 
ſides; and I reckon, 'that' when the biſhop is 
demoliſhed, other great. men muſt expect to 
have their. names ſtrucꝶ out of the chriſtian 
roll, to be naturalized among: Maho- 
metans; nay, every man that denies juſtifi- 
cation by faith only, anuft expet? to be meta- 
morphos d into a * and Jens 1 
5 SE, | 4 e 


viii PRE F A CE. 

the deuii, by tbis very prudent and zealous 
apoſtle ; -10ho, in his cuſſummare wiſdom, is 
hkewiſe about to inflitute a new method of 
educating children, which, fhould it prevail, 
may ſend all the-toy-men à begging, .unteſt 
pleaſe to malte publick cullections for their 
fuppert, in the room" of their induftry. Jo 
what an extravagant pitch this man's zeal 


may tranſport bim, is hard to jay; but I 


think at preſent be drives too hard to bold out 
6 þ longer without overturning and ſpoiling 

As to the Doctor, tb I pay great re, 
to his under ſtanding, yet 9 bo mw 
bewuail the want of moderation in his temper, 
nn vell as the antichriſtian doctrine, oþich, I 
think, he teaches concerning infþiration ; an 
influence as efſential to our being chrifttans, 
at reaſon is to our being men ; nor would it 
be more abſurd to withdraw the one, than the 
other. I may certainly have miſunderſtood 
the Doctor, who, as be can beſt tell, jo he has 
@ right to.explain his own meaning, when bis 
aoor ds are impracbed with a bad one; yet our 
charges, ibo de acquit hin, may nevertheleſs 
fand good aguinſt his words ; nor does it, un- 
Jer ſuch a circumſtance, become a writer to 
defend at all events his own expreſſions, only 


becauſe they are his own; @ frank acknow- 


lkedement-of their \mpropriety, and unſuita- 
dloneſi to expreſs bis meaning aright, would 


certainly 


PREFACE. ix 
certainly be more to bis credit and reputation, 
as an author, tb pointed out by a child of 
obſcurity, bo pretends - not to —_—_— his 
fell with the Doctors. 

T am not without hope of ſeeing a change 
for the better, as well in others, as in bim; 
a time, when hatred, ſtrife, and contention | 
fail be more laid afide when peace, meek. 
neſs, and charity ſhall more univerſally a- 
bound, to unite contending parties, if not in 
opinion, yet in the bonds of chriſtian love and 
compaſſion ; when extreams of all forts, - of 
lukewarmneſs and indolence, of heat and un- 
charitableneſs, ſhall be mort carefully avoid- 
2 and the. middle path of righteouſmmeſs and 
ent be more uniformly and fleadily pure 
aul to the honour g "Grd, and the ee 


of men. 
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Page 20. line 16. for arguing any, read arguing 
e. Page 23. line, 5. for the, val this. Hons. 


p. 4 line bog or. 17. read 18. Line 4. ſor 32. read 45. 
* 61. line. 25. for but, read not. 
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To the RevzRenD 


Dr. TAP P, &c. 


H E R E has lately W 
in defence of your ſermons 


nucb, an anonymous piece, 
under the title of, The true 
— N frei, of the methodifts and 

their Eier, &c. in anſwer to fix of the ſeven 
pamphlets lately publiſhed againſt Dr. Trapp's 
ſermons, &c. the worthy aythor of which 
ws to hade concealed his name, with de- 
FH to exempt the Doctor from the charge 
| condi WM - ſhould be made 


apps * 


of | 6 being righteous over- 
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appear, that his four ſermons and this de- 


ence are at variance with each other. I con- 
feſs, you are not obliged to defend every Miſ- 
take of thoſe, who ſpontaneouſly employ 
their Pens to defend you ; nevertheleſs, as 1 


cannot help ſuſpecting the Door to be his 
.own defender, I ſhall, on this preſumption, 
treat him as ſuch, nor ſhall any thing ſhort 


of his publickly denying it, perſuade me to 


' the contrary. 


Mr. Bate, I apprehend, has declined the 


controverſy, and left it unfiniſh'd, for what 


reaſon he beſt knows: as he kindly under- 
took to ſtand by you, and has left himſelf 
undefended, more eſpecially in the grand 
point of all, 8 he would, I doubt 
not, be now glad of ſome of your aſſiſtance; 


and really, tis a point of too great impor- 


tance to Chriſtians, to be thus lightl paſſed 
over; I ſhall therefore make weh additions, 
in this, to my paſt arguments, as may be 
ſufficient to render the whole (of what I 
have ſaid on this head) one conſiſtent, frong 
argument in behalf of divine inſprration, 

But previous to this, I muſt begin with 
your defence, Page 71. where you endea- 


vour to defend a paragraph, page 34 of your 


ſermons, againſt a charge af deiſm, contained, 


it ſeems, in ſeven pages my ſophiſtry : the 
words in diſpute were the | 


We generality, the main \ulk of the people 


are injudicious, and eaſy tv be impoſed on, 


| | never 


134 


never conſidering that truth is the oldef thing 

in the world, and that in religion and mo- 
rality, whatever is REALLY NEW, is cer- 
rainiy falſe. My arguments againſt this „may 
be ſeen from page 35 to 42, Congratulatory 
Letter; in reply to which you have now hit 
on a very lucky diſtinction. Vou divide 
truth into two parts, viz. general and par- 
ticular, the former of which, it ſeems, you 
in tended; but here, as before, you leave the 
terms, general truth, undefined.” General 
truth 1 take to be, that unalterable fitneſs 
and agreeableneſs in things, whereby, or in 
conformity to which, the divine wiſdom con- 
ducts all his proceedings. What that fitneſs 
and agreeableneſs in ſome particular caſes may 
be, is a very different inquiry, and quite fo- 
reign to the argument, Now, if the above 
be a true definition of general truth, as I 
think it muſt, and ſuppoſing general truth 
to be intended in your ſermons, the whole 
ſentence muſt appear at the beſt but frivo- 
bus and trifling, of no uſe at all, no tenden- 
cy to inſtruct any man, a mere childiſh play- 
ing with words; all one is laying, ,as I obſerved 
before, page 33. Congratulatory Letter, 
Truth is the oldeft thing in the world, and | 
whatever is not true, is certainly falſe; this, 
tho? in itſelf true, would be very here and 


impertinent. 1 
! 


{ 


here to, à religion forbi 
future inſtitution whatever. This I think 


* % , r 
- „ 
8 5 
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It, therefore, you will not be accounted a 

meer impertinent trifler with words, having 
no ſignification to the point in hand, you 
muſt affirm, contrary, to what you now ad- 
vance, Defence, page 71. that by truth you | 


meant, aaf general, but particular truth. 


This will appear more evident by conſidering 
the Subject Fon were then handling, vis. 
(WI 


religious (which I take to be N 
Firutb, in order to 1 
all novel and falſe 
They (id eft, the common people) are mighty 


ard your people again 
Doctrines in religion. 


apt, Sc. never conſidering that truth is the 
oldeſt thing in the world, that is, never con- 
fraering that God has, from the beginning of 
the world, fixed a relgin for all men to ad. 

ding any NEW or 


is manifeſt from the conſequence which you 
draw from your own premiſes, via. And 
that (therefore) whatever in religion and mo- 
rality is really neu, is certainly falſe, For 
theſe latter words (and that, &c.) follow 


plainly as an igſeparable conſequence of the 
truth of the foregoing aſſertion, vis. Truth 


is the oldeſt, &c. and are not a new 'indepen- 
dant propofition relating to the Goſpel only, 


as you would now inſinuate: for what can 


be more filly, than firſt to refer, as a rule in 
religion, to a certain kind of truth, and then 


immediately to deſtroy it, and declare you 
intended no ſuch thing ? But what needh ave 


1 | 


TY 


I at all to argue ag ainſt the former ſenſe of 
the word, when you yourſelf ſeem reſolved 
to confine it to the latter, viz. particular 
truth, &c. and at all Events, to make it 
ſpeak the language of deiſm, of Cbriſtianity 
as old as the creation, and what not? For 
Proof of this, I appeal to your appendix in 
reply to Mr. Seagrave's anſwer, where you 
. plainly deny the Goſpel to have been new at 
its publication to the world by our Saviaur ; 
the charge of novelty then againſt it was, you 
ſay, a falſe charge. 
But to prevent miſtake, I ſhall ſet down 
your own words, Appendix, page 88. To 
eur charging the Met difts (as he calls them) 
with novelty, he (Mr. Seagrave) anſwers, 
p. 15. that AM Goſpel was charged with the 
Jame novelty ; yes, out that charge was not true, 
this ig. I really thought, the charge of no- 
velty againſt the Goſpel then, had been a true 
(tho not material) charge. What is this 
but affirming chriſtianity to be as old as the 
creation, or the Goſpel only a republication 
of the plain law of nature, inſtituted at the 
beginning of the world, as a perpetual rule 
and religion to mankind; and really intended 
by the term Truth, as it now ſtands in your 
ſermons? There is certainly great difference 
between the revival of an old doctrine, and 
the publication of a ne one, and if you take 
this liberty with the Gojpel revelation, can 
other previous divine diſcoveries and inſtitu- 
| tions 


3:4 


daoctrines of the Goſpel have not only been 


B 
tions expect better quarter? Beſides, if all 
particular truths have reference to general 
truth, what is this but ſaying, that general 


truth are words including all particular truths, 


juſt as the whole contains its parts, and can- 
not exiſt without them? How then can ge- 
neral truth exiſt without thoſe * le 
truths of which it is compoſed? But not to 
+ Infiſt on this, If the Goſpel was not new in 


the time of our Saviour, but only a revival of 


truth, as exhibited in the plain law of nature; 


then all doctrines of the new teſtament, (ſuch 
as Baptiſm and the Supper, &c.) which did not 
belong to the law of nature, muſt needs be 
ſpurious, they being in religion manifeſtly 


new, and took their riſe at a time wherein 
you affirm the Goſpel not to have been new, 


and conſequently are not parts of . the 
Goſpel: alas, what have we chriſtians 


no to do with the Goſpel, further than as 
it amounts to a good moral ſyſtem of things, 


including ſome little regard to the deity, as 


the creator and preſerver of mankind, ſuch 


as was to be met with amongſt the ancient 
lawgivers and philoſophers ? En: 


The common people, however, are not ſo 


ignorant as you would repreſent them; they 
are not unacquainted with the great apoſtacy 
that overſpread chriſtendom, whereby the pure 


obſcured, but juſtled (many of them) by hu- 


man 


3 
man invention quite out of the church; they 
know, as well as you do, the difference be- 
tween a new revelation, and the revival of an 
old, loſt, or laid by doctrine; they pay as 
great regard to the Bible, as the ſtandard of 
deciſion in all ſuch, either real or pretended 
revivals of loſt primitive chriſtianity, as you 
do. And if the common people are, as you 
ſay, ſo very weak and eaſy to be impoſed on, 
that argues the great neceſſity of an imme- 
diate revelation to direct them aright amidſt 
ſo much danger and deſign, to guard them 
againſt the ſnares and ſtratagems of ſuch as lie 
in wait with fair words to deceive the ſim- 
ple. Vou may now go ſhake hands with your 
brother T-—, and the reſt of the arch; infi- 
del gang of ſceptical writers; I have not abu- 
ſed you, theſe are the conſequences of your 
own words, and if you intended no ſuch 
thing, why did you chuſe ſuch ſtrange ex- 
preſſions as amount to nothing leſs than a de- 
nial of the Goſpel properly ſo called. But 
to proceed to the next point, viz. the evi- 
dence of inſpiration: In your anſwer, page 
72. you ſay, Ip 5 
“ As to the evidence of inſpiration, Dr. 7. 
& no where ſays, (what our ſquire all along 
« ſuppoſes) that miracles are neceſſary evi- 
« dence to the inſpired perſon himſelf, but 
ce that they are neceſſary to convince others, 
ce that he is inſpired. God gave to his pro- 
“ phets different proofs of their own iuſpi- 
“ ration, 
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“ ration, as by dreams, viſions, a vocal call, 
«© c. not but that even theſe,” tho“ not ge- 
& rally called fo, may, in a wide ſenſe, be 
„ deemed miracles, as being wrought by God 
« in a ſupernatural manner. = 
According to this argument, then, your or- 
dinary inſpiration, as it is /#pernatural, muſt 
needs be miraculous. But to let that paſs ; it 
kems plain to me, that miracle, of ſomething 


* * 
Kt; * 


luke it, is by your ſermons ſuppoſed neceſſary 
eiovidence to the inſpired perſon himſelf. m 
ſure Mr. Baylky, who denies the ſefevidence 

of extraordinary inſpiration, makes miracle, 

or ſomething like it, neceffary to all extraordi- 

nary publickly inſpired perſons, even for their 

own ſakes, at firft ſetting out, and you I think 


have made it neceſfary tothe infpired perſon for 
his own fake, By allowing of nothing as evi- 
dence between miracles and a ſtrong perſuaſion, 
yon don't (you ſay) make miracles neceſſary to 
the infpired perſon; what evidence then muſt 
be admitted between miraclèe and mere per- 
8 ſuaſion? Truly nothing but the felf-evidence 
of the revelation: But this you deny, Ser- 
mons, page 61. where you tell us, the Qna- 
hers hold the light within them to admit of no 
prof becauſe it is ſelf-evident as a firft prin- 
ciple : pray, what kind of proof is it you here 
fpeak of; proof made to the inſpired perſon , 
WW Himſelf, or to others? If to the former, then 
WW + you did manifeſtly contend for miracle as ne- 
cCeeſſtry evidence to the inſpired perſon — - 
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if ths: latter,” Hine ds ets dy the 
lakers, he never (tho they may held the 
elfe evidence of the light 45 4 Kirft pritic 
viple) 'defiled it te Have other evident, ber | 
Aut ltſelf, te chers! 25 
As to What you Ry of /@od's giant Bis 
eri diferent PHO fs of 1257 bn inpivd. 
7, . by Pethns, VIRohs; & ubtal tall, &. 
*tis feall Tay, add to nd you urge thut as k - 
Proof of their inſpiration, 'whieh Was the in. 
{þiratio jeſslf, as were dreams, Viſions, &c. 
What yonſeaſ is this, how: inc hſiſtenlt 
and abſurd; "Revelation Lo not evident, 
| wo it probes tfelf 1 
But dreams, vocal wier Se; ban pr rove 
By riothin at all; evil ſpirits ay have power 
to produce them, afid Joubtlels have; they 

Muſt chen be attended with ſon other eir⸗ 
dcumſtances, teſtifying God to be their 
author, elſe they may be deluſion; and the 
evidences ef this fort can only be three; VIZ. 
-ttiratles, the felf-evidence of the dream or 
viſion; er the fatute of the thing required 
or Ittiparted while under theſe influences. 
. The two former you deny; 
be the caſe, i if" I prove it to 1 from the 
nature of the thing, I may, acvotding to 
you; Probe it to another in the ſame man- 


ner; and fo miracles become unneceſſary, 
fs eontraty to whit you alledge, Appendix, p. 
89. Thur not lug But miracles can ſatisſ o- 

TROP "OP plain, ber, that to the in- 

| C ſpired 


and if the latter | 


"tel. 


ſpired * himſelf, theſe dreams and vi- 
ſions cannot be made clear, as coming im- 


mediately from God, except by miracle, or 
the ſelf-evidence of ſuch dreams and viſions; 
both of which you deny; the one as abſurd, 
as above in the inſtance of Qualers; and the 
otheras unneceflary,as appears from the above 
. quotation of your anſwer: ſo that accordin g 
to this, dreams and viſions cannot be relied 


= on with due certainty. 


If inſpiration be not ſelfevident to the i in- 
ſpired perſon, nor miracles neceſſary to con- 
vince Bo x both of which you ſeem to main- 
tain; then I deſire to know what ſhall be his 
evidence: Is any thing, fave the reaſonable- 
neſs. of the revelation itſelf, remaining to 
. judge by ? If this. be the rule, _ may 
judge of my revelation, as well as I can, nor 
can miracle be more needful to him, than 
1 
There muſt, I think, between miracles 
and mere perſugſion, be admitted a real felf- 
evidence, in itſelf as incommunicable, as 
are the ideas of colour to the blind; the caſe 
of the blind man and colours was, therefore, 
fo far adequate to the argument, as to prove 
an evidence between iracles and mere 

perſuaſion, not that I any where ſuppoſed 
f 10 iration to have no more evidence to others, 
than a man that ſees, can give of colours to 
the blind: the parallel lay only between the 
wicked and JPrritualy blind, and ſuch as 


want 
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want outward 'eye-fjght, and is a very good 
parallel, as appears from the general tenour 
of ſcripture, but more particularly from 1 
The ud man might talk to him that 
ſees, in the very fame manner as you do to 
perſons pretending to inſpiration, and inſiſt 
_ on miracles for a proof, tho? I hope in a 
more conſiſtent way, otherwiſe he maſt be as 
blind within as without. If this be not to 
take away all manner of evidence, from the 
perſon inſpired, concerning his own inſpira- 
tion, (except its ſeeming reaſonableneſs, which 
is by no means ſufficient) what is? 
I wonder fo great a man, as Mr. Bay- 
Ly of Briſtol, ſhould deny the felf-evidence 
of immediate inſpiration, and contend for 
miracle as neceſſary evidence to the infpired 
perſon himſelf, when we do, without mi- 
racle, arrive at certain, ſelf-evident bodily - 
ſenfations, and this either by the addition or 
natural improvement of organs thereto adapt- 
ed; ſhall we then diſpute God's power to 
do that in a ſpiritual way on man's mind, 
which external objects are able (if I may fo 
ſpeak) to effect in a natural way. Carnal 
men, the moſt wiſe and ingenious, may 
make a thouſand conjectures about the nature 
of divine revelation, before they hit the mark. 
aright. As theſe things appear to be fooliſh- 
neſs to them, ſo they ſeldom fail to talk and 
reaſon as fooliſhly about them; pretty much 
e 
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lle Mr. Eooke's blind man, who. fancied 
Kari eye be lile #be Weeks of. ee 
fit q 0173. 23017 | 
But is At denying. the eee as 
unmediate revalation in tha moſt. perfect 
ahriſtian, denying the poſſibility of the thing, 
and conſequently, ie Ob to bo inca. 
pable of making ſuch impreſſions on our 
minds We cannot, Ion, frame a perfect 
ikea oi the converſe of ſpirits, or by what 
means unc mbodisd minds have . fociety and 
felloſhip with, and impart, their ideas ta, 
each . 5 but tis ſtrange to conclude, that 
God, deſigning to admit man into an inti- 
mate communion and fellowſhip with him. 
ſolf, ſhould render him in his mate incapable 
ta enjoy it perfectly, ſhoulg-ſo conſtitute him 
2 to make it a contradiction, that is, impoſ- 
ſible for God to approach man's mind in a 
ſupernatural and ſelf-evident manner. 
Mr. Bayley, I am ſenfible, is not a 
in his opinion with reſpect to the felt. evidence 
of the divine light; Me. Lecke was of the 
fame ſentiment; Moſes (he fays) did not go 
| to Pharaoh willian Ie on his mind, but 
Bad miracles to atteſt the truth of his miffion, 
as. well: to, a as Soo others. I grant he 
had; nor. do I aim at w pore bp ſuch exter 
nal evidence, whenever 2 to 
grant it, vrho may work as he pleaſes. 


' But muſt it follow, that becauſe miracles 
are fornctimcy wronght, that, therefore, no.cer- 
tainty 
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talnty can be had without them; his God'y no 
other method af conveying his mind. with tho 
like certainty'? I'm ture, ſuch as hate rtad 
Mr. Banly an this bead, in his Eſſay on 
inſpiration, will find but little reaſon to baafh 
of the . evidence of mere miracles-. That 
gentleman has faid much more to demean 
this kind of evidence, than ever I fad, yet I 
muſt be condemned as a demeaner of: the eui- 
dene of miracles. I confeſ indeed, I had:na 
reaſon to fay any thing on that head, :which 
might poſtibly tend ta do miſchef; I therefore 
retract it,” as. a great piece of imprudenee: 
and conſidering how difficult this paint is, 
and how liable to be perplexed, Mr. Bate has, 
think, in Nalere-masbodiſim, ſpoken en- 
tirety to the ſe. And here] mal. one 
for al acknowledge, (notwithſtanding my re- 
peated ſneers and ſarca ſms on that ingenious 
gentleman, that I eſteem his writings, in their 
kind, to be very good ; tis neither for want 
of brains nor abilities, but a good cauſe: ta 
defend, which makes him incapable to ſup - 
port the argument againſt fuch a your half 

witted murderet of Pager; od I am; Unt ah 
roturn . . 

I confeſs Moſes had many Sgns gabi o 
atteſt the truth of his miſſion, and confirm 
him in the work and — whereto God 
had appointed him. But lot it be conſidered,” 
chavtho ſtatoof ligten was then different to 


ben 
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— 1 and eſteemed, and Moſes 
obably, as brought up in Egypt, prejudiced 
— of ſuch kind of evidence; on both 
which accounts, miracles might be neceſſa- 
ry: beſides, we muſt conſider what extra- 


ordinary things Moſes was employed about, 


even before he became ſufficiently acquainted 
with the nature of immediate revelation; for 
I do not ſuppoſe a chriſtian to commence in- 


ſtantaneouſſy a thorough proficient in Chriſt's 


ſchool: when Moſes was firſt called, a moſt 
wondrous and aſtoniſhing miracle was wrought, 
viz. the buſh burning without being con- 
ſumed, and a voice proceeding therefrom ; 
but after, when he became better acquainted 


with the nature and evidence of . , we 


read of few or none of theſe miracles wrought 


for his on confirmation; we find him, in 


conſequence of God's ſpeaking, very ready 
to declare to the people his immediate will, 


without heſitation or diffidence, or ſtaying 
for a miracle before he durſt venture to pub- 


liſh it. But, Secondly, it would better be- 
come us to attend to the nature of inſpira- 
tion under the goſpel, in which, revelation 
angels and audible voices, as leſs ſuitable 
to the ſpirituality of the goſpel, became leſs 
frequent than under the law, than to mind ſo 
much the nature of Moſes's inſpiration. The 
goſpel, indeed, was introduced with mira- 
cles, it could ſcarce have obtain'd without 
them, becauſe the Fews, to whom it no 
5 | g 


1 

firſt preached, were not only a people much 

\ e pane to, and grove: In end of this 
kind of evidence, but their law was the 
law of God, at the firſt introduced with 
many miracles, with great power and ſolem- 
nity : this made it neceſſary to bring in, and 
to plant the goſpel with every ſort and kind 
of evidence, external as well as internal, and 
it had it accordingly : But this neceſſity of 
thus introducing the goſpel at firſt among a ſet 
of inconfiderate bigots (for ſuch were even the 
apoſtles themſelves) is one thing, and the na- 
ture of immediate inſpiration afterwards, when 
theſe prejudices were removed, and the goſpel 
ſettled, "”_ another; whoever attends to the 
nature of goſpel inſpiration, will have great rea- 
ſon to conclude it /e/f-evident, no more to be 
doubted. of, than any the moſt /e/f-evident 
Propoſition, Goſpel revelation was generally 
internal, not ſo much by angels or outward 
voices, as is manifeſt from our Lord's com- 
mand to his diſciples, to take no thought 
what to ſpeak when brought before kings and 
rulers, for that they ſhould be furniſhed 
with an immediate affiſtance, for it is not you 
that ſpeak, but the ſpirit of my heavenly Father 
which ſpeaketh in -you : on this revelation, as 
ſelf-evident, as needing nothing to evince it, 
fave its own light and energy, they might 
and did ſafely rel ; for no doubt but that on 


other as important occaſions, they were to 
have the ſame aſſiſtance. This appears to 


have 


5 + 16 1 
le bene eaſe with gt. Peter; in the Ins 
ſtance of Hnanins and Sappbira; no Vocal 
voice heard, no iratle wrought to confitm 
him; but from an immediate fenſe on hit 
own mind, or ab the text has It, 2g ld 
with the"; Hoh G and thenee itive be! 
yond the boch of ertor (elſe t would 
have been unſaſe to have done as be did) 
he boldly condemns them to ſudden death, fot 


their hypocriſy; and the event verified his miſo 


fion : St. Paul likewiſe, under the ſame (elf. 
evident influence, pronounced blindneſs of 
2 the ſorcerer, Hence it a pears, that 
the apoſtles had no 2raditiona nfallibili 
ty; they never preterided, in virtue of Chriſt's 
promiſe, of the ſpicit's ſpeaking in them, that 
therefore every thing which they (departing 
from their rule) might fay in defence of them 
_ ſelves, without really feeling God to be pre- 
ſent, inſpiring them, muſt needs be God's 
word; far from it, their certainty ſtood only 
in adhering to the ſenſible influences of the 
Holy Spirit, which. never undertook atbitrarily 
to hinder them from diſobeying our Saviour's 
_ command, and taking thought fot thermi- 
ſelves, in oppoſition thereto, and ſometimes 
ſparking: amiſsr: This is manifeſt from St. 
Pauls own confeſſion; Acts xxiv. 21. who 
allows Himſelf (when before a certain judg- 
ment ſear) to have ſpoken amiſs in his own 
defence: This ſhews they were not arbitrati- 
I n but — n as ftes and 


re a/ 
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thus to be with them, that therefors they 


n 
ir creatures; who thon dan ſuppoſe 
our gaviour would bind himſelf to ratify eve- 
ry thing, which ſuch men might think fit to 
exact or call for? Their certainty, therefore, 
Rood: ry an n of 
God's ſpirit, not a mere pppiſb, carual pre- 
ſamption, that becauſe God had pramiſed 


wan. 57 not exe if they would: this is the fa] 
and * preſumption of Papifts, who 


want the fpicit, in which alone the ppwer 


and infellibiiey ſtands, as is plain from theis 
preſent, or late ſtir in the concave, in the 
choice. of a new. pepe, wherein the Holy 


Gholt is not at all concerned; unkis — 5 


thro a temporal intergi or faction; for tis 
well known, to the great candal of the churrb 
of Rome, that the pope is elected by intereſt 
of temporal princes. What deceit, what 
pride, — 4 and ru uggling amongit 
them! the method: uſe L-Gly carnal 


and abſurd; ſufficient, one Ray think, to 


ale wens in chriſtians juſt o far 


open the eyes of ail ohriftendont: to ſee — 
deteſt the cheat. As St. Peter had no. ſu- 
periority above the reſt of his brethrea, fo 
when he died, neither in the bible nor church 


 hiftory does it appear, that ſuch à buſtle was 
made to elect another in his room; tis all = 


nothing but roguery and ſuperſtition. 
Traditional fpirifual poor is as nohſon- 
ical, as it is dangerous and oppreſſive; in- 
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as they experienced, and adhered to immedi- 
ate inſpiration, whereas the church of Rome 
find no ſuch influence, they dare not pretend 
to it; they ſeem to have juſt ſuch a notion of 
infallibility, as many clergymen entertain of 
ordinary inſpiration, tis recorded in ſcrip- 
ture, therefore true with regard to them, 
tho” they neither know nor feel any thing of 
the ent Tnfallibility, and church power, 
was promiſed to the church, therefore it 
muſt reſide in the church of Rome, tho nei- 
ther the pope, nor any of his cardinals feel 


any operation in themſelves, whereto the de- 


ciſion of an 4 m_ of divines, or the deter- 
mination of his holineſs can be certainly aſ- 
eribed; they cannot diſtinguiſh theſe infal- 
lible motions From the operations of their own 
minds. I fancy our Enghſh clergy learned 
this unintelligible abſurd cant trom that 
great myſtery of iniquity, popery itſelf. = 

to return; Revelation under the goſpel, 
take to- be in general very Jiffecent to Ah 
under the law ; at leaſt, angels, vocal voiees, 
Sc. were more uſedat that time, than under 

the goſpel. 

Man by nature is blind, and inſenſible in 
divine things; and perhaps it may not pleaſe 
God (tho it be in his power). to operate at 
the firſt on the minds of wicked men, in a 
ſelf-evident, arbitrary manner, with an in- 
diſputable certainty and charneſi, to remove 
and diſpell all darkneſs at once; on the con- 
| trary, 
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traty, the firſt motions of the ſpirit m 
(tho not always) almoſt imperceptible, 2 
cient only to beget a ſuſpicion in E hs mind: 
chat ſomething ſupernathral is ſtriving there. 
in; juſt like a traveller, who can ſcarce: dif 
tiogniſh mere day-break from darkneſs; tho 
as the day advances; he has clear and diſtinct 
ideas: of things around him Again, we 
may ſuppoſe a blind man \to. receive: ſight 
by degrees; that conſequently, the ficſt little 
imaging of ligbt, the organ being ſtill 
incoinpleat - and. defective, does not enable 
him to ſee things clearly as they are; he has 
no right nor perhaps any idea of colour, but 
all things appear as one promiſcuous jumble 
(like men as trees walking, without unifor- 
mity or diſtinction; vet by degrees he arrives 

 perfet and adequate er nay even to 
: perceptioris of external objects, 
wehetboſ: he was before (wanting the proper 
inlet) entirely ignorant. In this manner like- 
wiſe, by regular gradation, I ſyppoſe the 
carnal mind to arrive at a certain knowledge 
of things divine ; | the juſt man's path is a 
burning and a Doiming þ light, which: ſhines 
more and more unto: the perfet# day: to this 
agrees; that rematkable expreſſion of oy 
writ, In thy light we ſhall ſee more-light; as 
does likewiſe a ſaying of our. Saviour's, He 
that does my will, ſhall know of my dbfrine, 5 
that is, ſhall be led further and further into 


divine knowledge; for ſome kind of know - 
D 2 ledge 


- How 


L ip J he firſt 

is Sener to take t very [ep 
4 af or. Ding \Chrift's will. There 
a . ä 
deut religion 10 be us wall as a 

Sar wor; but enautht at preſamt. 
0 But I mut alle; befor Igo any fürtber; 
to think my obietvatiohej with 
yy ys e eſſions in ſtoipture, 
ie baſe the py ſez! üben ab d fun 
time you aſk, ,; el 44. Mbat rea- 
Jen's or feripture Theth „ Ema N ſeeing, 
lang 'and beer ing. This queſtion Lan- 
ſwkred, andl likewiſe confined: all-the e- 
tubl 1 y/enſations, for which the methödiſts 


ee to > vm ap TT a ug Tr 


contrar borthexulo b ee and! the = 
ture of metaphor; "elſe you babe all this 
while. been abuſing them, Land -ovankigeing 
that grim, terrible enemy, your own imagi- 
nation; and ſo have done: much the ſame, 
as did Mr. Bate about the new birth pangs, 
n. advance firſt a terrible charge | againſt 
the methodiſts and afterwards allow of ng 
account: eee of 90 pange, which 
n examination, he can as 
Mr. 8s. er. bo ey the mere uſe of 
.. metaphor comes into diſpute, amongſt ſuch 
as acknowledge ſcripture for" their rule; in 
dh . * be more Proper than to 


. 
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ep ſerlpture 7 As to the proof of in- 
Nah to others, that is quite another 
——— comes now to be conſſdered. 

abe 7 of y your Anfwer, -« 'Tis- one thing 
1 to uſt a metaphor, and another 
9 "thing Form an argument from it; Tam 
N inſpifed, a p propofition ; and" can we in 
te any ſenſe feet a prepoftion? No, we 
te muſt f ro ve it, and if we can prove it to 
«© durſclbes, we may prove it to all the 
= Sort.“ Agam, Appendix, page 99. 

tare ſpeaking of Gr and proof, not 

Enſai Foe and e it.” And, p. 90. 
4 Nothing” but miracle can reaſonably fa fa 
ec tis Hin.“ 0 2 Th 
Af : Bayley" may | deckde this contro- 
yerſy; very ſhort anfwer will ſuffice; the 
methociſts pretend not to reveal new doe- 
frines,” put revive primitive chriſtiunity; 


and appeal for to the ſcriptures; in 
which cake, Mr, Beh ys Miracles are not 
— Or. re required, E on inspiration, page 


, 205. That mess gentleman ſeems, 
ae, 'to fall in with the common error of 
ordinary mipiration; nor is he any friend to 
S. eine of the divine light, in which 
hep he has miffepreſented the Quakers. 


As this doctrine onght to be maintained a- 
inft His arguments, fo finely adapted to de- 
ive the unwary, tis like the world will 

ſoon be ttoubled with ſome remarks on this 

N at preſent I want time; I ſhall there- 

fore 
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fore paſß it over with only a remark or two, 
as a ſpecimen. of the errors contained. i 8 that 
moſt excellent,” and never endugh to be ad- 
mired performance. . He every wher bete inſiſts 
on the . of the, apoſtles, praking 

from a certain in et we 7 — 7 wrought 
in them, without the pſe of means or ſe- 

cond cauſes, (which, . by the bye, is more 
than he can prove to be the caſe always.) 


This he calls extraordinary Zu en ng, and 


reckons it far more certain an ordinary 
one can be, by which latter, N 75 ſeripture 
is now to de underſtood; as if the \(criptures 
were not to be :yfallibly underſtood. as well 
as infallibly penned, the one evidently ſup» 
poſing the other. If it was, abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for them to be infallibly e to 
lay down a rule for us, it muſt be ; neceſſary, 
he we ſhould have the like certainty as tq 
the meaning of this rule, ſuppoſing it to 
have been left chcure at the firſt, ar corrupt- 
ed afterwards; one of which our aythor ta- 
citely. ſuppoſes, as is eyident from his aſſign- 
ing the ſpirit the office of an inſtructor, via. 
to lead and guide the cbriſtian into all truth, 
and making us to underſtand ſeripture know- 
ledge, which, were the rule in itſelf perfectly 
plain, would be unneceſſary; for tis to be 
obſeryed, that this author don't confine 
the Grace of Gad to afliſtance only, as do in 
common the members of our church, upon 


* re ion of the clarneſs 1 ſeripture. 
Beſides, 
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Beſides; if according to this gentleman's 
ſuppoſition, God did infallibly inſpire the a- 
poſtles to give the world a clear and infal- 
lible rule, it ſhould follow likewiſe, that 
God ſhould as infallibly fecure the rule a- 
gainſt oll after corruption, elſe the end of 
the inſpiration could not be anſfwer'd ; but as 
tis plain he has not done the latter, for what 
reaſon can the former be pretended ? That 
every neceſſary article of our faith is not 
made plain by ſcripture, is manifeſt from 
my former remarks upon the doctrines of 
baptiſm, the trinity, and original fin, which 
I am ready to defend from ſuch objections as 
may be hereafter alledged againſt me, by ſuch 
as may be minded to bring theſe things to the 
further light of examination. But to return 
to what you faid about feeling a propoſition, 
a molt rare and unheard of piece of reaſon- 
ing indeed. Sir, no man pretends to feel the 
terms of a propoſition, of any ſort or kind; 
but the thing propoſed, which is, properly 
ſpeaking, the propoſition it ſelf, a man may 
ſometimes feel. The terms of a propoſition 
are no more the propoſition 1g ſelf, than are 
words the ideas for which they ſtand ; as a word 
to its idea, fo are the terms of a propoſition 
to the thing propoſed; nay, in fact, a pro- 
poſition is only the proper ideas belonging to 
the words uſed in the propoſition, and not 
the words themſelves. My bead achs, is a 
propoſition ; can I feel the terms which com- 
poſe 


ſuch coarſe #hi 


1 41 
ofe it, ot are they; ſt ki 
oy Fre the Wa 7 58, hey oe oy og the 


ments or channels of conveyance; But the 


thing propoſed; vs. that my head does ach 
I can feel. Who. now weuls have . — 5 
phy from foch a mew 
Qu ries #5 77 

Beſides; 1 an inpird, is a propofition it 


| 8 the ordinary as well as the extraordinary 


way, I therefore turn the tables on you, and 
gay, if you can prove this to yourſelf you 


may to another; but how will you do it; 


hot by your life, becauſe the morals of a 


Geiſt are as ſound as yours; nor N 


becauſe that no where affirms Dr. Tr — 
be inſpir d any more than it does Mr. FW. 
hay, what is more abſurd, your inſp iration 
is neither to be et nor proved, nb dens 
ly tis no inſpiration at all. I necgſity to 
preach the goßpel is laid upon me, is like wiſe 
a propoſition; can I prove it? Not to all 
Men, ,nor,” 8 in your ſenſe, to any; 


yet many things may conſpire to beſpeak 
the origin of my miniſtry to be divine, un- 
weearied, diſintereſted, and inceſſant labours; 


foregoing all chearfully for the goſpel's fake, 


for the love of God and my neighbours, as 


well enemies as friends; a meet, patient, 
and forgiving ſpirit, under all afflictions, and 
amidſt all oppoſition; a miniſtry powerful, 


awatening. and {bean every word as it 
Y Were warming t 


heart of the hearer with 


A 


"2 a 

; facged. fine reaching his inward ſtate, in- 
filling a. fervent love of Kee and firm har 
tred f fig, the con Nn of ſmnere to 4 
Rate 2 and bolingh, whenge. ſprings | 
the maſt en and pious conduct, are 
Ai, great, and, if I, miſtaks, not, much more 
uſeful, indications of inſpiration than mire» 
or amelie and if, the r + 037 
more of this in either  Marbods/ts, 
Bee or Quakers, than amongſt their 
own quendar | paſtars, can you blame. chern 
for deſerting the worſt to follow, the heſt 
who will ſtay. at home and ſtarze, When he 
may have Pty abrœad ? a deen | ſubſtance 
is better than a fine ſhadow. 9 the ” 3} 1 3: 
This energy and. influence of the ag, 

i me. ſmall evidengs af its. goadneb 
conſequently, of che preacher 3 Inqpiration; 
. 1 1 lrg in infiſted.on {in both my former 
l Bats ares not to ſpeak. out 
1 oe I therefore addreſs h myſelf to 
| you, 1 . o know, HAT opinion in the 
you where Mr. 
ER not only, left. you in the lurch, but 
even decided the argument againl}, on, Lou 
had faid; Ser mons, page 40. that 70 thoſenvbo 
were really inſpired by God of old, le always 
geve evidence and proof, that + they were 
fo, and always muſt ; ms ether the 
inſpiration is of. no uſe, meaning by progf 
miracleg; as appears from appendix. of. your 
anſwer, page 90. Ab but miracles can 


rea- 
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rea ani Jtisfy him: My anſwer to this 
may be ſee; ag 4.4 congratulatory letter, 
Where I prove, from the words of 'St: Paul, 
that many 'perſons" in! that time were ex- 
traordinariiy gifted, te Mn, to build up, 
und ro ediſy the church 'of: Chriſt; to'whom 
the ſume apoſtle” elſewhere / declares miracles 
not to be neceſſary; tongues are à ſgn, not 
10 them 10 b% believe, Bui 'fo them who do not. 
All which, as it ſtands at large, in the place 
befor referred to, Mr. Bate has not thought 
fit to diſturb, but allow / againſt you, under 
Ro! title of what he calls PReraordlinary water- 

"Ing 'Quakero-methodiſm,” This I take to be 
direct evidence againſt you, notwithſtanding 
you vapour, evade and viliſy, as tho it were 
quite Stherwiſe. Of the great energy and 
influence attending thè labours of theſe ex- 
traordinaty inſpired perſons, I bade likewiſe 
ſpoken at large, both in the cong? atulatory 
letter and the defence, particul ply the for- 
mer, all which remains unauſwer d 1 
the? "the very beſt 'ebidence 


LL *y 
of inſpiration, is 
as generally overlook d by our cdergy as if 
there were no ſuch evidence in being: Mr. 

" Bayky himſelf takes no notice of it, which 
is ſornewhat extraordinary. True inſpiration | 
s bleſs d by the ſecret power of God, tis ſent 
warm and lively into the heart of the hearer ; 
the true miniſtry is, in this reſpect, not leſs 
diſtinguiſhable from the falſe, than in purity 
J 2 doctrine. Do * believe now, the devil s 

4 3 :  greac 2 


Tw4 


reaching one of your ſermons. in your pul- 
3 would have the ſame effect on nk au- 


ence as your preaching it? He might, 1 


grant. 


ou 17 etty well imitate our action, 
Wa 


fervour, - in the pulpit; but 1 


hope 8 will. not allow bim to e capable | 
of ſpeaking ſo much to edification and com- 
fort. Belieyers have, at times, a mutual in- 
ternal evidence, or aſſurance of each others 
inſpiration; true inſpiration carries mare or 
Teſs its own evidence along with it, more 
eſpecially to the true. chriſtian : this. ariſes 


from the co-teſtimony. of God's x grace in the 
heart of the hearer ; nay, ſometimes, in the 
minds of the greateſt ſinners, who have hence 
been greatly quickened and awakened; nor 


can you aſcribe any thing of this to ordinary: 


inſpiration, without allowing more. of it to 
extraordinary. Natural things are able to 
perform a kind of wonders by ſympathy; a 


bel, when ſounding, will without impulſe 
(or by ſuch impulſe as will not in common 
produce ſound) only by a near approach, 
make another of the ſame tone, ſound like- 
wiſe: nor is there leſs ſimilitude between 


the ſpirit of God, in miniſter and people; 

God has placed his grace in man, which, 

as a JK and faithful - witneſs, if da- 
ly adber̃ d to, diſtinguiſhes between the true 
and falſe miniſtry, between real inſpiration, 
and a falſe pretence to it, and gives evidence. 
SPY? ; and this js what St. Paul 1 means 
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the old pa 


1 [a8 TY - 
by Continndl) * 2 to every Hanks ernfes- 
2hice. Trnipdſtors' there are, as F elf in reli- 
gion a8 in Commn affairs of life; in both 
Which caſes; * Veſt.j 1 418 LY, able to 
detect them.” relig 175 cannot 


cab impoſe Fai he "ah el chriſtian; A 


of this I could give many provts. But, conſi- 
= the time Wen, 100 = > atnongſt 
Whorf fach things Have happened, „they ma) 
0 ected ; and keel 1 dach produce 

em. 1 705705 - His TIE 

"Retttohdinary\ th Hh ftatitls' oh the 
Miracles of ri ite, as much as does the or- 
dinary'; and quiſtian 64 cher one, 
Fe "Elin the other; tas intended to ceaſe; 3 
this T Thiave Ss l e before, and ſhall 


lace have done, fy 
her Faith it; ceaſe then” your 
ra about the neceſſity of miracles: : this was 
ina plea, againift proteſtafits at the 
refurmation, wh refilted it in the fame man- 
ner 5 do the methödiſts no, [7-0 by ap- 
to ſcripture 1 Proof of their doc- 
ie how far ſeriptur will confirm them, 
is Another c jeſtion. This demand f r ir mira- 
cles has getietally, amongſt proteſtants, been 
1 ted alond, on evety 11 ' divifiah « of ſepa- 
ation from che hilt: 5 1 ant verily 
petſuaded, that were chen E 'methodiſts, to 
work, mitacles, it 8 not convince you, 
becauſe you u are as fal ly” erſuaded, - that the 
Long * hot, » re. 5 the true e 
Je us 


2 


Jets: Cbritt, as that 1 1. wrought miracles to 
confirm them; - wherefore I ſuppoſe, that 
were ſach mig fits works to be done, by per- 


Gon bine What you diſbelieve as Bop 
trines of tevils you, ol like the 
formally, "eff a 190 rejeR them, a8 
wonders, performed by Falſe and 2 Hot bo- 
phets, whoth fatati empowers to that end; 
e caft Geib out devils by Belzebub the prince 
M devils. "Chriſtiabity ty having been long 
preached and eſtabliſhed in the world, 
an: PIE various ſorts of chriſtians being very 
poſitive in regard to what are the true doc- 
trines of religion, would in general, with 
one voice, Fouts miracles be wrought to 
confirm what they eſteem falſs docttine, 
aſcribe them to a dtabolical power; and this 
ins 8 King of Rowing to that 3 of 


IP as to the deifts REO, us "they, Job 7 
know, Foy miracles as o good eb ice of 
any fort of Kind of dectrine; where then is 


the ſenſe of demanding an evidence of _ 
IP. which, admitting him to be infpir'd 1 
would be utterly unſervicedble'; but that Ki : 
dence of inſpiration, 1 * "OY wet and thergy 


of 


; _ 7 
7 4 nts at 
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of the ſpirit, is a ſtandin werful e dene 
of the . W wicht wy 

I am far from Ong ing . yet we 
cannot eaſily judge o their fitneſs and EXPE= 
diency, or tell where and when they ſhould 
be wrought ; ; times and ſeaſgns of this ſort 
are altogether i in God's hand, who beſt knows : 
the time and place requiring ſuch manifeſta- 
tions of his great power; we are poor ſhort- 
| ſighted finite creatures, and can at beſt but 


make conjectures, and there may be vaſt dif- 


ference between a real and ſeeming otcafion 
for miracles; we may call aloud and cla- 
mour about them as long as we liſt, yet we 
don't find them to be at every body's ſervice * 
or that God condeſcends to grant them on 
the demand of . eyery little upftart confident, ; 
no-body kngws who. h 
There is certainly great parity between the 
carnal man _. inwardly, and blind man out- 
wardly, tho? remarkably different in one par- 
ticular circumſtance, much to the diſadvantage 
of religion, outwardly; ; moſt men have eye- 
Abt, and the feu Blind will not offer to 
conteſt the point with them, the Fact, 11 
men do ſes; ; that there is ſuch a 155 557775 | 
and colours, 1s not diſputed by the þ 10 5 | 
the nature, of fight remains a myſtery to 
them: on the other hand, there are b 
few who ſee and perceive the things of the 
Pit mich may, perhaps, be one reaſon 
w hy. inſpiration is 1 generally: — 
£90 Og 


- 


ö 


ESP 
and deſpiſed ; and, I doubt not, were this 
the caſe in "fight outwardly, were men ge- 
nerally blind, ſuch as pretended to have eye 
ſight, and talked about light and colours, 
would be deemed- mad-men or fools. 
I ſhall conclude this head with only juſt ob- 
ſerving, that men ought to be very modeſt and | 
diffidenit of themſelves ; enthuſiaſm has, doubt- 1 
leſs, many times produced great evils,” God 1 
ſends no- body on a ſpecial meſſage (for ſuch T 
call the miniſtry) without affording them a ſuf- 1 
ficlent certainty; and many perſons, I believe, 0 
when call'd to this work, have been rather = 
o backward than fortoard to engage in it; 
and have, beſides the inſpiration it ſelf, waited 
long for confirmation, and have had it both 
ways; by ſpecial encouragement on the one 
hand, and in caſe of refuſal, by ſignal marks 
of diſpleaſare on the other, and by ſundry 
other ſigns and tokens, 
Page 75, you ſay, I have a mighty mind 
to nf va Biſhop Bull and Mr. Bate, but 
| inſtead thereof, have only contradifted my 
gell, in effects, ſaying what they ſay ; and yet 
pronouncing them miſtaken. 1 acknowledge a 
co-teftimony, and that (you ſay) is all which 
they contend for. But, Sir, pray ſtop a little, 
and tell me where ever the Methodiſts previous 
to the writing Pruakero-methodiſm deny'd a 
2 . in the inanner J have explain'd 
This accuſation ſeems to be of the 
fame weight as that brought before, in rela- 
6 tion 
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tion to the new-birh pan 1 am fre; | no 
. where, in effect, ſ. 3 Mr. Bat e ſaid 
but directly oppoſe him if | 
be any ways injur d, Mr. B 
that; can I help his. miſrepreſenting the. bj- 
ſhop f Hay, you yourſelt do Plat) oo 
tacitly, condemn, Mr, Bate in this LIE 
you allow, t that God's. bearing teftimo. 
us, that we 40 en Mien — i of ? the 
co-teſtimony. our on minds, it Naa, 
| hard to conceive how the former ſhould: exi 
Without the latter: yet, on the .contrary, 
Mr. Bate affirms the divine to be utterly 25 
ſtructive of the human teſtimony, ſo that 
inſtead of confuting, you confirm all I have 
ſaid, and contradict both yourſelf and Mr. 
Bate,. who affirms, that according to the or- 
dinary enthufraſtick notion, of God's ' "ye 
whiſpering. internally to- our ſouli, ff 
teſtimony is deſtroyed; ..when, accor ding — 
you, Biſhop Bull as well as yourſelf, Appen- 
dix, page 95, have ſaid the reverſe, have 
acknowledged, in ſome. caſes, the ſpirit. to 
. in the witneſſing; and that very abſurdity 
deſtroying all co-teſtimony, which Mr. 
Bate charges on this notion. of the ſpirit 8 
firſt beginning the witneſſing, or, in other 
words, firſt ſpeaking peace to our minds, is 
directly chargeable on his on doctrine of 
this matter; for which fine ſentiment we 
are (he ſays) beholden to Biſhop Bull. But, 
11 ys this notion of Biſhop Bulls, if kb be 
185, 
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his, (for I pay no regard to great names) is 


quite abſurd, and baniſhes, as I obſerved, 
Defence, page 140. all teſtimony of the pi. 


rit, unleſs the putting us into a capacity to 


pleaſe God, be the ſame as bearing teſtimony | 


that we do pleaſe him: I think they are 


very different things; for according to Mr. 


Bate, the way by which God bears teſtimo- 


ny to us, is by enduing us, thro' the ſpirit, 


with certain graces, which produce certain 
fects in our lives and converſations, from 


whence our natural ſenſe and reaſon muſt de- 
duce the comfort tve are to feel, ; xe. 
This our author would have paſs for a 
true account of the rejoicing of St. Paul, 
that great and afflicted apoſtle of Jeſus 


Chrift ; this, it ſeems, is the faint's aſſurance 


that he is in Chriſt, this his happineſs ; and 
if, according to the apoſtle, the comforts of 
the Holy Spirit here, in the ſaints, are the ear- 
neſt of their future inheritance, it follows, 
according to Mr. Bate, that the glorified 
ſouls in heaven are to deduce, in like manner, 
the comforts they are, to feel. But I believe 
Mr. Bate is, by this time, ſufficiently con- 


vinced of his error, and ſees the difference 


between a thing itſelf actually exiſting, and 
the mere capacity to it, which may lay dor- 
mant, and never produce it: For as Mr. 
Bate will have two diſtinct teſtimonies, one 


of God, the other from the creature; and 


as that which flows from God is not direct 
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and immediate, 10 deduced by ourſelves, as 


aforeſaid, he may ſee. plainly that this makes 
but one "teſtimony for both God and the 
creature: But as you have ſo plainly confu- 
ted him, I need fay no more about it, but 
proceed to a few remarks on the various and 
contrary doctrines held forth by you, at dif- 
ferent times and in different places, con- 
cerning the Grace of God, To do this, I 
ſhall firſt collect and ſet down ſome of 'the 

various paſſages in your Sermons, and Defence 

of them, which taken together, make the 

greateſt jumble on the ſubject, that ever was 
penned, and may very fairly go under the 
title of, Dr. Trapp ee by himſelf: 1 
_ ſhall. firſt collect theſe, and then compare 
them. 

Sermons, page 35. 8 peaking of the depra- 
vation and miſery of the fall, you tell us the 
remedy in the following words: 4 God has 
« provided and put into our hands a reme- 
“e dy for all this, that is, right reaſon and 
« holy ſcripture ;' not a word of God's 
Grace. Page 44. © There is ſuch a thing 
« as the operation and influence of the Holy 
Spirit; for what elſe is God's Grace, with- 
« out which we can do no good thing, tho? 
e we cannot diſtinguiſh it from the opera 
ce tion of our own minds, c? 

And page 69. Sermons. 1 Let us earneſtly 
4 beſeech God to nd forth his light and 
« truth, Bo,” ES 


T Again 


ee 
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A gain, Appendix, Anfaver, page 91. 
denies? Dr. T. I am ſure does not, the fel⸗ 
ing «r „ . of the Hirit, and bis pre- 

nce with us by his ordinary operations, ex- 
citing and gulli us to live an holy life; wwe 
thus el the ſpirit, by perceiving we 'are good 
chriſtians, cc. 

And again, page 94, the ORDINARY 
tho' unperceived operation of the ſpirit. This 
laſt expreſſion is perfectly nonſenſical, fit on- 
ly to be laughed at, juſt the fame as faying, 
a very wiſe fooliſh, or very ſtrong weak man. 
Unperceived powerful operation is an abſur- 
dity in terms: Tis likewiſe contrary to that 
other expreſſion, mentioned page 91. where 
you affirm the ſpirit to be felt in its opera- 
tions, exciting and enabling, &c. And if un- 
perceived and not to be diſtinguiſhed are not 
intirely oppoſite to feeling the Holy Spirit 
exciting and enabling, &c. I don't know 


what is. It ſeems, indeed, as tho' you were 
ſenſible of this contrariety, for 8 add in 


this remarkable ſentence, page 91. theſe 
words; We thus feel the Spirit, fe perceiv- 
ing we are good chriſtians, becauſe, without 
him, we know we could not be ſo. Theſe 
words, which are added to explain away the 
former part of the ſentence, make nonſenſe 
of the whole paſſage; firſt you ſay we feel the 
Holy Spirit exciting, &c. Now, an excite- 


ment to virtue 1s not virtue, an excitement 


to chriſtianity is not chriſtianity, yet you ſay 
we thus feel the Spirig by 9 we are 
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not only contrary to other expreſſions men- 

tioned above, but expreſſed too ſtrongly to be 
aleered, or explained away by the latter part, 
"they feel the Spirit exciting to holineſs. Here 
zs plainly a ſenſe of the very beginning of 
the operation affirmed, viz. a real, ſenſible 
excitement to holineſs in our minds plainly 

felt; you not only profeſs to feel this excite- 
ment, but ſay expreſly, that 'tis the Spirit 
which thus excites; which is nothing leſs 

than contradicting yourſelf, and affirming 

you can diſtinguiſh, Cc. The latter part of 

the ſentence, whereby you labour to diſannull 

the ſenſe of the foregoing part, avails no- 

thing; you would fain infer back from the 
practice of holineſs to the excitement thereto, 

as if an excitement of this ſort could not as 

well be known from its plain tendency to a 

good action, before the doing it, as it can be 
afterwards by the action itſelf: If this be not 

Jaying and unſaying the fame thing, what is ? 

Let us next inquire into the meaning of 

thoſe remarkable expreſſions of your's, Ser- 

mons, page 69. mentioned above: Let us be- 

feech God to ſend forth his hght and truth, 
9 8 ä„‚àñf mn. 


11 


that we may alt fully diſcover theſe Arbe of 
ſatan, this myſtery of iniquity, on which we 
have been diſcourſing. By theſe very ſtrong 


expreſſions, it ſeems, you meant no more 


than the ordinary afliſtance of the Spirit, 
joined to our own honeſt endeavonrs ; what 
that ordinary aſſiſtance is, you don't there 


explain, we mult therefore ſeek for. your * 


meaning elſewhere. 

Sermons, p. 3.5. where you ſay, 85 remedy 
which God has appointed, is right reaſon 
and holy ſeri prure, methinks, grace might 
have been put in the room of reaſon, but 

waving that, the expreſſion itſelf is inconfiſ- 
tent with the phraſe, /end forth thy light and 
by truth. It this light and truth his nothing 
but reaſon and ſcripture, in what manner is 
it to be ſent forth ? Sending forth, in a way 
of inſtruction, implies certainly an act of the 
ivine Spirit not yet done, pris conſequently 
it implies immediate revelation, not of pow- 


er, for that is neither mentioned nor im- 
plied, but of knowledge only, and great know- » 


ledge too, plainly included in the following 
words, that we may all fully diſcover the 


debths 9 of ſatan, &c. Theſe words are too 


full to be wronged: of their genuine ſenſe 
by the method you now take to effect it. 
But what is yet more wonderful than all be- 
ſides, to evade this, and to make room for your 
ordinary inſpiration, you would fain ſuppoſe 


the devil to be turn'd dotard, to be leſs know- 
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= | there left receipts to underſtand all depths, 


"38 1. 


| * * ing then . you ſay, the ordinary 


1 ran of God's ſpirit, joined with our own 
endeavours, will enable us to diſcover any 
„ of ſatan relating to us. Whom, 1 
pray, does he take more pains to deceive, 
than mankind? Has he any greater depths 
than thoſe practiſed to deceive and ruin us? 
If a long ſeries of experience makes the 


devil wiſer, that is, more knowing, which 
Mr. Bayley allows, then, his depths muſt 


needs be greater now than formerly, and con- 


ſequently, great wiſdom is neceſſary to detect 
them. Tis very abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
by light and truth, reaſon and ſeripture can 
fairly be underſtood, becauſe, when we thus 
pray, we are in- poſleſſion of both 2 
and ſcripture; the latter of which being, a 

cording to Mr. Bate, in all needful Noa, 
perfectly plain, we cannot be ſaid to pray for 
what we. have, but what we have not, it be- 
. as abſurd to aſk another to give us what 
we already poſſeſs,” as to give thanks for what 
we never received: This prayer, then, muſt 
needs reſpect ſomething more than mere 
ſcripture or reaſon, even the Spirit of God to 
be our immediate counſellor, to guard us 
againſt theſe depths. I ſhan't fall out with 
you as to his working by the ſcripture as a 
means, in the interpretation and application 
thereof to the mind, ſo far as 'tis poſſible, 
tho? I queſtion much if the Holy Ghoft has 


and 
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and cure all diſeaſes. By the terms light and 


truth, then, you could not fairly mean any 
thing leſs than God's grace and holy ſcripture; 
the one to interpret the other, in order to guard 
your people againſt ſatan's workings in the 
methodiſts: If ſo, you hold extraordinary 
inſpiration, which allows God to work as 
well with as without ſcripture, and this 
makes the grace of God to be informing as 
well as 4%iſting in the work of man's falva- 


tion; whereas, I think, the members of ou 
© — 5 | . 
church, upon the preſumption of the clear- 


neſs of ſcripture, make the ordinary grace 
aſſiſting only. Again, that expreſſionof your's, 
that God has, by way of remedy, provided 
and put into our hands right reaſon and holy 


feripture, ſeems abſurd ; it ſuppoſes, either 


that Adam had no reaſon before he fell, or 
that he loſt it in falling; neither of which can 


be imagined. One would think, according. 


to you, that Reaſon was no more in being, 
than Scripture, when Adam fell, but that 
both were after-preparations of the Deity, 
provided as a cure for the fall. | 
Again, Whom is it that you put upon 
making this prayer for /ight and truth? the 
ſound or the 2 the 2oz/e or deluded? I ſup- 
poſe the former, ſuch as, not being under 
the ſame deluſion, think the actions of the 


deluded, matter of laughter, quite beneath the, 


to put, them upon praying for any g 


dictates of common ſenſe. What need, then, ? 
Ak 
3.25 

all, 
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= - all, a8 a n to diſcover what they ſee. 


plain enough without it; what uk yy 
this! I may, you ſay, require great depth 

in ſatan, to deceive the common people, ſo as 
to make them lay by their reaſon, Jo as not to 


N think at all, or not to think ru. 
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Great news indeed! 
IT be common, the main a bulk of the peo- 
. ple, are grown wondrous wiſe of a ſud- 


den; tho' the other day, when you preach- 


ed your four ſermons, they were injudicious 
and eaſy to be impoſed on, yet now, it ſeems, 
the devil himſelf is puzzled to cheat them; to 


 . what then is this ſudden alteration owing ?. 


doubtleſs to your ſermons; who i is the blunderer 
now? but I aſk in what manner does ſatan 
work thus ſubtilly to deceive; whether by i in- 
ſtrument, or otherwiſe; inwardly by himſelf, 
or outwardly by agents; which way ſoever it 


= be, it ſeems the working is wondrous ſubtile. 


If ſatan furniſhes Mr. W. with an extra- 
ordinary power to deceive others, in whom 
likewiſe the devil works to further ſuch de- 
ception, then I find you allow of an extra- 
ordinary evil inſpiration in man, a ſpirit that 
has great power (and is very aſſiduous) to 
| beguile' and miſlead, to ſtir up and excite 
falſe and pernicious ideas in the creature, to 
make (as we fay) white black, and black 


white, evil gocd, and good evil, for to ſuch 


. == bis debulions, been corried; ik this be the 


an amazing length have ſome perſons, thro' 


caſe, 


a 


5 (41 0 a 
2 then ſutely an -axtraordinery good i 
Hirutiom is abſolutely necaſſary, to counter: 
work and ballange this power and craft of 
the devil; ſatan. muſt have; full play in the 
mind, to o his evil ſteds; and: propagate 
his kingdem,, while chriſtian gracm and . 
ſiſtance, from extraordinary, - becantes-.quiite 
ordinary. Every wan Ge what 2 powerful 
inſttument of 5 knowledge. experichcs! is, the 
moſt wiſe: profit: maſt by it. Apply — to 
ſatan, whom all allow to be very cunning and 
dertrous, to be. cajhble of leariiing much in 

a very littlo time ʒ haw much wiſer then muſt 
he now te (with the bencfit af neer-eightoen 
hunilietl; years experience), than at the: farſt 
preaching: af the gatpel! more able to plot 
contrive and lay ſchemes than ever ; 
if - extranr iz diratiau was — 
then, to detact his artifices,: much mote ſo 
now; and this I talen to be a very powerful 
argument for the neceffity! of immediate in- 
23 the rrp am which chriſtians had 


Who will undertake to ſays, thet before the 
coming! of Jeſus Chriſt in the fleth, the 
Few had nat, in 2 inſpi- 
ration, or an 2 5 The | New 
Teſtament is not as a rule more blear to 
chriſtians, : than was the 'mofaic law to the 
Jes if wither excels in this reſpect; tis the 
latter yet, notwiihſtanding the clearneſs of 
dhe law; — inſpiration was regs 
G rally 


% 


. thineſs of the peop | 
full and explicit, but they had, in. caſes of 


more common in 
ſpiration more or leſs continued throughout 
that diſpenſation, the ceſſation of which in- 
ſpiration, after the introduction and eſtabliſh- 


„ 8 
rally to be had in caſes of difficulty, or im- 
mergency; ſo that the denial of immediate 


inſpiration ſets the la above the goſpel ; for, 
even under that imperfect ſtate of religion, re- 


velation never ceaſed, unleſs thro' the un wor- 


le: the law was not only 


emergence and difficulty, an oracle to con- 


| ſult, chro' which it pleaſed God to direct 
them. The prophets had likewiſe the mind 
of God to a great 


dreams and vi- 
ſions, as well as angelical appearances, were 
oſe days; thus was in- 


ment of that religion, by many ſigns and 


wonders, would certainly have been far more 
reaſonable, than its ceaſing under the goſpel; 
yet we find it continued. How much more 
then under the goſpel, a religion more refined 
and ſpiritual, and more abounding with in- 


ſpiration, as is undeniably plain from the 
prophecy of Joel, who declares, - and it ſhall 


come to paſs afterwards (viz. in the goſpel 


day) that I will pour out of my ſpirit upon 
all fleſh, &c. not only to work miracles, or 


to propheſy after the manner of the prophets, 


that being in all ages the work of a few; 
but a more general diſpenſation of the ſpirit, 


and in greater abundance than. before, to 


bring the world into a more near and intimate 
re- 


| 
\ 


[43] 
relation to the Deity, into a fellowſhip. and 
communion with God himſelf ; a fellow- 
ſhip that cannot now, any more than for- 
merly,. be maintained without the very 
clear and ſenſible operations of the ſpirit; 
It would, I fay, be very abſurd to imad ine 
that God has taken more care of the law | 
than of the goſpel; which yet they who deny 
immediate inſpiration, tacitly affirm, make 
the law plain, yet all along attended with 
miracles and inſpiration ; the goſpel the con- 
trary, except only miracles. firſt wrought to 
introduce it, but true inſpiration withdrawn 
afterwards, and the rule it ſelf (fo called) left 
obſcure and doubtful, for chriſtians to fight 
and quarrel about its meaning, which they 
have done with a witneſs ; for dark, yea ve- 
ry dark it is in ſome points, which you al- 
low to be neceſſary to falvation, Have we 
not many incidental occurrences, many ſpecial 
emergences, which require ſpecial aid to pro- 
vide for? you'll ſay, perhaps, that holy ſcrip- 
ture and reaſon are more than a match for 
all the devil's policy, who has no writer 
word in the world to ballance that of the 
Bible, who having no ſuch inſtrument to do 
his drudgery for him, is therefore obliged to 
toil hard himſelf ; but, alas! this is a griev- 
ous miſtake, Satan has greatly the advantage 
this way; what a multitude of ob/cene poems, 
plays, and romances, and a thouſand other 
inlets to vice and folly, whereby the mind is, 
WER — when 


. God reveal himſelf accordingly 


and grand en 


T 44 3] 
hen it 66ght to be rightly formed to teli- 
gion and virtue, wholly devoted to vice and 
pleaſure, ſank and enſlaved in fin and miſery, 
telipion appears deteſtable, and the Bid a 
cheat ; thus 2 a vaticty of 
inſtruments, und Fn Mrs = 
. erful ay Fe pM ets ſſeſhon e 

| — nd not A eee 


e 
light, and difpelt, by the brightneſ 
arifing, this great darkneſs, and — to 
man his evil ſtate and condition ; notfuüng 
befides this can do it, there is nothing elſe a 
fufficient match for the violent prejudices and 
great darknefs of the generality of our youth. 
in this city; and tis to the want of adhering 
to this, the bad manners of the age, want 
of piety, indMerence in refigion, and wick- 
6Fneſs in ——— are princrpally owing. 
Na the heart, in this ſtate, . as de- 
celtful as tis wicked and cor man can- 
not be redeemed therefrom wit extravr- 
dinary Iniwke die and power, ſupernaturally 
znfufet, knowledge to difcover and fee him- 
ſelf miſerable and undone, as he really is in 
that ſtate; and eure to overcome and ſubdue 
his corruptions : I fay, as man, without 
theſe aids, is not able to ſubdue fin; T can- 
not but lock on all fuch, as preach down 
with virulence this inſpiration,” as the greateſt 
ngines of antichriſt. And, alas! 
ſome * 1 a am * to = 


% 


[ws] 
been tee ind ſtrwes 6 propa 
work ; chey 
gar d, becaniſe, chi Re es reunites = 
to 90 miſchief thiy wWity {' v6,; ſane 
of chetn, uch te en 7 hands to ſtudy, 
and t the Bible, if Wey pleale, tad ve 
know What fort of laty e they dave ihide 
it ſpeak ; while, therefore, the devil employs 
| fome to ver ihn Books, and Invent exerelſts, to 
miſſead and vitiate the mind, to pwgadite it, 
even againſt commen ſobriety * virtve, 
much ffrore againſt religion, he has ech 
ſtantly, but more of late ume, emplayed a 
no Teſs hrt ſt of men, 6 debaic. religion 
it ſelf, to deny and ch down the only or 
beſt means of reſtoration; which is,” is my 
jud ment. (tho? to be fure it don't Weigh 
with yon) another additional very ſtrong 
reaſon for immediate inſpiration : theſe mien 
give Satire; his full play, but confine the holy 
ſpirit to very nartow lithits; they allow him 
to operate, but to nv end, becauſd un- 
perrrived, becauſe undiftinguiſhable from 
the operation of our 'own, minds, For, 
notwithitanding your contmdietions on this 
this ſerms to be intended 
dodrine, viz. that wwe cannot dfingwihd, 
Ke. the abfürdity of which 1 have, #”n ny 
Ai pamphler, tufficiently refuted, Mr. Bute, 
indeed, attetfipted to anſwer my arguments, 
but, inſtead thiol has taught on this head 


different — op * Mr. „ 


Ste This 6 
of all offictv/arc the mutt tu de 


(461. 


25) then ll inthe me fager as 


may appear by comparing Merhodiſin di 
* 2 page 17, with . Sele 
page 32. where, in oppoſition to his firſt 
doctrine, he ſets up a new and inſtantaneous 
method of judging of ſpiritual. impulſes; 
juſt the ſame, for aught appears, a8 Mr. W. 
had before contended fo. 
I think it now evidently appears, accord- 
ing to my ſuggeſtion, page 67. cangratula- 
Try letter, that you can give no better rea- 
ſon for believing that God's grace ever ope- 
rates, than becauſe you find it recorded in 
fſeripture, that man can do no good without 
tt; ; if this be not undermining religion, de- 
nying experience, and making it 2 mere 
traditional thing, what is? 5 | 
As the outward ſun exlightens the out- 
ward creation, and diſcovers the various ob- 
jects around us, which we can diſtinguiſh, 
ſo the grace of God ſhining into the intfellec- 
_ world, the human mind diſcovers what 
odges there, and brings to light the hidden 
9 8 * darkneſs ; but, it ſeems, the grace 
od has now. oft, or ceaſes to exerciſe, 
its ancient Property of light, tho? man's heart 
be as dark as ever. What a filly infi 0 
thing do theſe men make of religion; 
no wonder, when leaving fſeripture and the 
holy foirit, they ſet up their own fancies, 
and make their own experience, or rather 


Ignorance, in religion, a male for others: this 
doctrine 


9: _ = 
doctrine of ordinary inſpiration has no foun- 
dation, neither in ſcripture, 'nor- the nature 
of things; thoſe who preach it are the inno- 
vators in religion, the deviPs inſtruments ; 
and the doctrine of ordinary - inſpiration on- 
ly, is a dactrine of devils, invented by the de- 
vil himſelf, to ruin and deſtroy the chriſtian 
_ religion, which ſtands not in ordinary, alias 
no inſpiration, but in ſpirit and power, &c. 
really felt working within, to inſtruct and 
ſanctify; this is no enthuſiaſm, unleſs the 
New Teſtament be ſo; almoſt every page of 
which bears teſtimony to it, without any the 
leaſt or moſt diſtant intimation, that ſuch in- 
ſpiration ſhould ceaſe in after-time. Of my 
many arguments on this: head, you take no 
notice; but refer to Dr. Hammond, Mr. 
— &c. and 1, by the fame rule, might 
er to their opponents, particularly Lefſze's, 
viz, the ſiwiteb for the. ſnake ; wherein ſome 
think Mr. Leſlie to be fully confuted. Mr. 
Leſlie was a very unfair as well as malicious 
writer, much accuſtomed to ſlander and miſ- 
quotation z nor is there any reaſon in referring 
to him againſt me, becauſe, ſome of my argu- 
ments are I believe new, at leaſt ſuch as were 
never yet refuted by him; this is playing at 
ſmall game, tis cowardice, evaſion and 
ſhuffling, all over.. 
However, as I would do juſtice to all 
men, I cannot but acknowledge your ſer- 
mons, in many reſpects, to be very good, 
Fo and, 


— 5 
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farnts, and the Far errors in — are 


| to blame you; but really, while 
thus been wiſely — 
you do infinite miſ 


SAM 


and, 1 hape, 
4 N 


extremely. fine and beautiful, and deſerve the 
thanks, of all cbriſtians, | mine I give: you 


mold heartily; and There humbly. intreat the 
methodiſts, to lay by all prejudice againſt 
your perſon and. temptr, and Feen. them 
impartially, 


at all 
have 


Iwiſh I had no 


ſerving der common cauſe, 


f another way, by 
ur f Tal 


1 dN = 
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| You muſt grant, that Wes and: extrg- 
ordinary | inſpiration ſtand. on the ame , 

of miracles; I was therefore, at the firſt, 
certainly right in my inquiry,” whether im- 
mediate inſpiratiom was: 10. ceaſe i the very 


nature of the 122 and the will — 


intention of the deity i all turns here, till this 


point be fairly cleared, twill be in vain to 
jangle about the inſpiration of individual, 
whether real or Pretended; if it be really 


ceaſed in the divine! will, thon ma- i i in- 
ſpired; if the contrary, then there is ns: her 


to inſpiration, but that of our on making, 


which indeed, is very-great z and really, Sir, as 
Mr. Bate has declined the argument; it would 
be doing the publick great ſervice, for you to 
take it up, and ſet this matter in a clear 
light ; $\ the books you refer to have. not eu- 

plain'd 


anten 4 e 


tute into 
” 5 


comm 00 f erroneous COS 
being 515 hare SE 


IE he took. c of f you, 
defend his [het i ra 4 of ns 
ly neceſry, and points only, highly expedient, 
= _ my arguments; ſecond letter to Mr. 
ate, page 22. By his ſilence he ſeems to 
have given it up; truth is very. irange, 00 
ſtrong for all her enemies. | 
As 1 firmly believe the doctrine of imme- 
diate revelation, ſo I have honeſtly endea- 
vour d to ſbew its neceſſity, as well at one 
time as another, or rather more neceſſaty now 
than. ever. Me. Bates arguments, from 
60 Ken * at have been refuted both 
d hiſtar Nen bees 
OW. . Tg be — 


f con- 


1 
concerning \the goſpel, read Defence,, pages 
83, 8 43 ; „ 86. L WP 18 0 ? BE + K . F | — N oh 
An inward devopt regard to the Yewi/h 
law was the etof indiſpenſable duty; but un- 
der the golpel, the law it ſelf, as well as the 
rehdect and regard ſhewyn to it, was to be in- 
ternal, wrote within by the finger of God, in 


ſuch plain and legible characters, as may be 


read and underſtocd by all ſuch as give a pro- 
per attention: this la, thus written within, 
is the operation of the pirit, and the ſpirit 
the leis ger, or lub uf iter, as 1 have before 
_ proved; Defence, pages 85 to go. Now, 

to affirm theſe operations cannot be diſtin- 
guiſh'd, is affirming God to have written his 
law in chatacters which cannot be read, in a 
language that can't be underſtood; to what 
end then is it vrrote or engraven there? For 
note, I deny, and have proved, ſcripture not 
_ tobe. the chief rule to chriſtians, it cannot 
be fo, without confounding and deſtroying 
the maniſeſt diſtinction which the prophets, 
Chrift and his'apo/tles, made between the law 
and goſpel; read: Defence, p. 86. For if the 
Bible be the only law, this law is wrote as 
much outwardly as was the Jeuiſb law; for, 
in this reſpect, Where is there any material 
difference between writing upon tone, parch- 
ment, or paper, when all are alike outward ? 
Our Saviour and his apoſtles underſtood it 
according to my explanation, fb they preached, 
and fo the people believed, until the apoſtacy 


4 


lack 


« 


2 5 

had juſtled it out of doors, and introduced 
the modern doctrine of denying it, in its 
oem... ein grein An eee 
I deny not, but contend; heartily, on all 
occaſions, for the goodneſs of ſtriptute, but 
deny it to be the only or chief rule. And 
now (and which indeed is an argument 
which all the deniers of immediate inſpira- 
tion never were, and, I verily believe, never 
will be able to overcome) that very ſcripture 
itſelf, which they affirm to be their rule, eve. 
ry where denies this of itſelf, and is conti- 
nually ſending its readers to the Holy Spirit; 
the texts commonly brought to prove ſcrip- 
ture to be the rule, prove no ſuch thing”; 
thoſe expreſſions which are the moſt full this 
way, relating evidently, to the Old Teſta- 


ment, more than to the New, as I have be- 


fore proved, Dęfince, pages 50, 51. Beſides, 
the common acceptatian of ſuch texts makes 
ſcripture as well a rule to the apoſtles them- 
ſelves, as to others; which is entirely repug- 


nant to Mr. Bayley's notion of the apoſtles 


inſpiration, viz. That the ſpirit wrought in 


them immediately, without the ufe of means. 
A general cauſe, why this error about in- 


ſpiration obtains ſo much with the commo- 

nalty, is the confounding miracies and inſpi- 

ration, or rather, the want of diſtinguiſhing 

rightly between thoſe gifts in the apoſtles, 

which fi 

troduce chriſtianity at the firſt, and ſuch as 
; H 2 were 


were needful only, or chiefly, to in- 
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35 J. 
were conftantly annexed to the performance 
of ſuch duties, as fliould laſt to the end of 


time: Of the. former Jort were miracles, of 
the latter, an immediate and certain inſpi- 
tation, to Airekt them into all truth, ſuch as 
1 Bate allows to have been the common 
ivilege of believers it the beginning. Now, 
y the fame rule as it muſt be g pranted, that 
if the occafion'and need of miracles had con- 
_ 4inuedtilinow, miracles them ſelveg muſt like. 
wiſe have continued, muſt it be granted, 

that ſo long as the duties of þ ayer, preach. 
ing, and being kd into all truth continue, fo 
Jopg muſt that very inſpiration (which! Mr. 
Bate allows was then extraordinary) be like- 
wiſe continued. Bætraordinaty inſpiration 
(I v& the phraſe in heme — was then 
annexed to the duties of prayer, er 
and the "knowledge. py truth ; and why ? 
but decauEs 1 2 Was eſſen tial to the « due under- 
ſtanding d performance of theſe duties. 
De the ate duties now continue, and thall 
the aſſiſtance, without Which they c cannot 
be performed, ceaſe ? 

' There-is no reaſon to be given, to prove 
revelation, ſuch revelation as St. John men- 
tions, 1 Epiſt. ii. 27. to be needleſs now, 
which will not prove ie to have been as need- 
leis then; and conſequently, all ſuch argu- 


ments reflect as much on the divine wiſdom 
in granting it chen, as they do on my argu- 
ments in * for i it now. God does no- 

42 | thing 


he £ equi. 
fed? 1s. this pt Cohn Giving: wiſdom? 
Nay, is it ſuitable Me nm re 
Surely Tk 75. not. aur 5 
| eu in general not on expected 
%., Mgffah to come, but were extremely 
prejudiced, againſt heathers/m ; one would 
think therefore, according to the modern 
arguments againſt Po lc that their ha- 
ving embraced the chriſtian , ſeen the 
miracles of Chriſt and his apo les, and ha- 
ving the /atter preſent 97 them, ., ſhould 
have been ſufficient, without what you, with a 
22 freer, call private — z yet 
* was not; immediate revelation was 
0 every heliever had, or might have 

it iu hegt; into this all is reſolved; 
Fohn prefers it to his own Epittle ; what 

ence can be plainer? 

—— — reaſon far the e 
ance. of revelation, is the various ſects into 
which chriſtians are divided; at the head of 
whom are the moſt aente and ingenious per- 
ſons, who abound with the moſt delicate ar- 
| tifices in defence of their own. ſyſtems; the 
various diſputes hence arifing, have — and 
ſtill are infipitely puzzling, even to men of 
a tolerable ſhare. of ſenſe and learning, and 
much mote to the 7onoront and illiterate: 
Now amidſt all theſe Tifficwlties, Wat ſhall 


determine a Age hots e 4 


1 1 54 Til | 
reaſon,” without revelation, offer their help i in 
of this I have ſpoken more fully 


vain: But of 2 
before, Congrutu Letter, es 28, 2 
30. 2 a Seer 4 * * 
St. Paul found extraordinary inſpiration as 
needful in himſelf, to redeem him out of a 
ſtate of nature and corruption, as to work 
miracles for the converſion of others; to 
know and to conquer our own hearts, is a 
, taſk that requires more (or as much) know- 
ledge and power, as to convert others to ow 
belief of chriſtianiry Another ſtron 
er for immediate inſpiration in Apt mi- 
is the unknown, variable ſtate of man- 
kind: For what; I pray, was the miniſtry 
inſtituted? Are not miniſters ſo many ſhep- 
herds under Feſus Chrift, bo IR to over- 
ſee and to feed (not hh is flock? Now, 
as there are x7 len Hae as well as different 
paſtures, by what means, below that of im- 
mediate revelation, can'a-paſtor lead his ſh 
into the right paſture ? If it be neceſſary, 
chat my flock ſhould be fed according to 
their preſent ſtate and condition, then, as of 
myſelf I am ignorant of their condition, or 
know not how to feed them aright, I muſt 
needs have higher and better aid, that is, I 
muſt be inſpired; otherwiſe I am a mere 
quack, a mere gueſſer, and may as well gueſs 
wrong as right; nay, I am more likely to 
do ſo, becauſe, tho' there is but one right 
way, there are many wrong ones. But of 
this I need * no more, having already, in 


my 


tack. 


my two former. pamphlets, conſidered this 
ne more füll... 
I muſt, however, juſt aſk, 1 the ſtate 
of your audience does not require one kind of 
deftrine, or feeding, rather than another? 
If fo, who 'muſt ſupply them accordingly ? 
No written word can do it, nor is any man 
able; and tis for this reaſon, and in order to 
ſupply theſe wants, that hv/ wit directs him 
that ſpeaks, 70 ſpeak as the oracles of God, 
and him that miniſters, to do it of the ability | 
which God gives: And as the reaſon for ſuch, 
miniſtry and ſpeaki ng (vis. the unknown 
variable condition of the people, of which 
the prieſt, as mere man, is entirely ignorant) 
continues, ſuch preaching ought likewiſe to. 
continue, We have now no oracle to conſult, 
no urim and tbhummim to apply to, no an- 
gels to inſtruct us, no prieſt to inquire of, 
as formerly; in the room of all this, God 
has furniſhed every one of us with an inter- 
nal principle of divine light, to rebuke, con- 
vince, redeem, and reſtore loſt man, but not 
in ſuch a ſenſe as to exclude our being mutual 
belps to each other, or to render the ſcriptures 
of no worth. God has man y ways of work 
ing, and as man is free, ſo tis poſſible, tho“ 
he rejects one means, he may accept another. 
Beſides, there is nothing which tends ſo 
much to promote affection among men, as 
their being made inſtrumental in God's hand- 
to ftrengthen, confirm, and build each other * 
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lows, that David was pr 
would make this poof aying himſeif? 
which wil farther appear” fg the latter 
part of the ſentence} aud , bene be any 
imgquity in ne, A bot do it Sb e Now, 
the method by which divine providence does 
away mans iniqu ity, is neither . to 
us, nor unrary; He (ebe Hoh 8p M 
Jhall condihre the br f In, ſays our b 
ed Savicur fins of all forts, Jer, as Well as 
open. The A Spirit," in making clean 
our Hearts within, wer your with 05 is ta- 


e neceſlar 
Ae t ie ore 
da Ky wid en 
r begs ow: can a man 
to. Fe What he knows | 
ad can an) one be Haid to 
within, Aetersin 
this Wat "leg 
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eret ſins are, 


pt. Es id thoſe PS: 
J Rete, I think, the 60 
7 Erbe t to;thew 
this. Fos lo, he Yhat 
formeeh\. 4 e e the 
 wrnds, and ee 0 man * 7 1 11 his 
thikght "Dar all the norning darkneſs, 
Nec upon” 1 5 e of "The 
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earth, the. Lord, . Gad df. hoſts 7s bis name, 
Amos i W. 13. 
Religion places men in the ame relation to 
the deity, in which a ſervant is to his maſ- 
ter; if, then, the operations of the ſpirit are 
the chriſtian law, they,ought furely 10 be as 
eaſily diſtinguiſhable from the operations of 
our own minds, as the commands of the 
maſter from the thoughts, or attention of the 
. "ſervant; for to what end does God ſpeak, 
unleſs to be underſtood? You condemn the 
akers for being immethodical and unin- 


| 125 n op 
in to this kr rg and. pr ing 25 


1 wir igh i ce, 1 have yet 22 5 a 
0 remar and 4 prophecy. con- 
oerni the e . 7 ago ſo 


far is the prophet, ſpeaking of the chriſtian 
law, from rendring it obſcure, that he makes 
it exceeding plain: Wine eyes ſhall, ſee. thy 
teacher, nay, when thus tur neſi aſide. to the 


1 right-1 hand or to che A. thine ears ſhall hear 


4 voice behind thee, Go ſaying, This. is the way, 
wall thou in it. What can be.more plain 
than FR. what mor oppoſite to your n 
| | Sees "©. tions? 


121 
tions ? For ſure you won't preſume to in- 
terpret this voice, and this teacher, to ſignify 
the New Teftament; no, tis the very ſame 
teacher, promiſed by our Saviour fo lead bis 
followers into all truth; this is wiſdom's 
voice, which leads in the middle path of 
judgment, diſturbs the ſinner in his vicious 
career and courſes, and points him out the 
path of piety, purity and happineſs ; bis is 
the way, walk thou in it: This is the com- 
mon language of the fpirit, this is wiſdom's 
voice ; generally a very ſtill and ſmall one, 
not always to be heard in the hurries and fa- 
tigues of this world, in the eager purſuit of 
Profits and pleaſures; I ſay generally, becauſe, 
from experience I am ſenſible, that it pleaſes 
God ſometimes to check and awaken the ſin- 
ner after a more moving and extraordinary 
manner. . e e EE 8 
All wiſe and good governors of mankind 
ſtudy to make their laws as plain as poſſible, 
eaſy to be underſtood ; elſe how ſhould they 
be rightly obeyed ? And ſhall not God, think 
ou, take the ſame, or a greater care of his 
aws? This care he took of the Maſaic inſti- 
tution, which was, in all its parts, made too 
plain and pofitive, to be miſtaken by any 
Few of common underſtanding ; 1hall God, 
then, write the Chriftian law (which I bave 
proved to be inward) with leſs clearneſs and 
certainty ? So obſcurely and unintelligibly, 
that no man with certainty can read it? F br 
8 LS” if 


ES. 1 60 
if the law be, as I-fay; inward, then this 
obſcurity is the conſequence of your doctrine: 


But if you will; along with Me. Bate, have 
{cripture to be the rule, and plain in all ne- 


oefſary points, prove it Jo to be, againſt my 


ments; | ſhew likewiſe — points of 
which I treat, viz. the dof#rines of the Tri- 
nity, original fin, and'water-baptiſm, to be 

in ſcripture revealed clearly ; either do this, 


or give up the argument; let us, I beſeech 
you, have [cſs railing and more reafoning. 


To expoſe as much as one might the ab- 
ſurdity of this doctrine, would be in a man- 
ner to tranſcribe the whole New Teftament, 
the writers of which never dreamt of any fuch 
thing. The caſe of St. Paul, his experience 


in the work of regeneration, is an evident 


confutation of your notions of this matter: 

The law by which he was governed, was not 
ſcripture;: was not external, but internal, the 
law of the ſpirit of He, wobich only'ts able to 
free from the lau of fin and death, I 


Aud, ſays he, 4 A in my mind warring a- 


gainſt the Jaw of my members, that is, the 
88. of nature, the ftubborn will of the 

Here was a great conflict indeed; and 
— reat man ſpeaks of this law of the ſpirit 


of life in Chi Je Jeſus, to reſtore and redeem 
him, not as an indi 
from it: He knew his utter incapacity, as a 


ernable operation; far 


creature, to do good j he found likewiſe the 


3 emceatits,” ſu W and excitements of 


both 
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both the go ei 6d This i is a moſt 
clear cad againſt you, of ſuch a nature and 
kind, as will pa; any modern diſ- 
tinctions between St. Paul, as a great inſpired 
apoſtle of Chriſt, and chriſtians in common, 
becauſe the work of. this inward lem here 
mentioned is as heedfal to us, as ever it was 
to hin ; we muſt be e and born 
again, elſe we cannot be happy; nor are our 
natures more pure and perfect, leſs: crooked 
and -untoward, than was St. Pau/'s; nay, I 
am perſuaded, that ſome profeſſing 2 
nity have worſe hearts than: be he had; the 
lame law,. then;-the fame ſpirit and- its ope- 
rations, hereby he was redeemed and made 
holy, muſt ma lee us ſo too, and theſe opera- 
tions will be as clear to us, as ever they were 
to him: | Such an internal mighty con- 
flict can no more eſeape our notice, than. it 
did his. I am not inſenſible, indeed, that 
to evade this reaſoning, holineſs has been de- 
nied to be as abſolutely neceſſary, as much a 
duty, as formerly. By not committing fin 
is meant, it ſeems, not 3 8 and 
grievaus 5 but private er ones, 
which a Fore he may very ſafely, Day, muſe 
 neceffarily indulge biowfelf in. 

If fal — in religion was any part of 
the apottle's malady, if this made the con- 
flict more hard and ſevere, and if falſe zeal 
in religion is to be rigid and uncharitable; if 


o bp envious. and ſpiteful, malignant. and 


perſe- 
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See be as "harsfol now as ever, as it 

certainly muſt be, e that ſome 
men 'amongſt us, an F nen too, Who 
deny the ſpirit's teaching, [have as much rea- 
ſon for it id St. Paul; and may, if it be 
not their own faults; as eaſily diſtinguiſh it 
from the operations | of their oun minds, or 
the fuggeſtions of the "devil, who is always 
buſy; ever ſtudying to ruin mankind, to cor- 
rupt them in doctrine, as well as in practice : : 
ve therefore need che holy ſpirit as much in 
one caſe, as the other. Could we ſuppoſe 
ourſelves to have only affiſting (not inform- 
ing) grace, what havock would Satan make 
with us? f How: would he beſtir himſelf to 
attack __ weak,  defenceleſs fide of ours; 
for ſcrip 2 K can never ſupply this de- 
fect. 94 if e ſame degree of ſcripture 
knowledge, in all points neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, be here in England every chriftian's 
dury, what but immediate inſpir ation uſelf 
ſhall make the ſcale even, in vindication of 
God's honour and juſtice, when there is, we 
plainly fee, a vaſt diſparity in mens learn. 
ing, lei jure, and capacity to come at this 
knowledge in the common ordinary way ? 
But this is only a kind of ſupplement to my for- 
mer arguments on this head againf Mr. Bate. 
The common doctrine of ordinary inſpi- 
ration is nothing better than deiſm itſelf : 
What rational man would preſs after an en- 


E which cannot be diſtinguiſhed 
from 
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from what he enjoyed before? Man, as a free 
and reaſonable, creature, is not onl able to 
diſcover. the relations he ſtands in to his 
creatures, but is able to act in great meaſure 
according to ſuch relations, which is called 
morality; the outſide of which, I mean that 
part which we can ſee and judge ot, is full 
as perfect in ſome infidels, as amongſt chriſ- 
tians, nay, they oftentimes outſhine us; e/ 
fad dhe when an unbelieyer happens to have 
the advantage. of. a good en, is a 
man of few turbulent 275 ſtro ons, 
and has a great ſhare, of under; 5 — to 
govern them, and the chriſtian i in theſe re- 
ſpects quite the reyerſe, and moreover un- 
mindful of the dictates of God's grace: This 
makes the compariſon terrible on our ſide; 
however, we can wette the deiſts, and in 
that we. glory, to produce in ſtances among 
themſelves 4 a man 5 this latter ſort, er 
coming, and making ſo com leat a con e 
of his paſſions, of CNS? 1 wild deſire 
| agd inclination, * —— g meek, patient 
ad} fable, as W amongſt chriſtians, 
more N i the laſt century; to parti- 
cularize which , might lead me too far from 
the ſubject, as "well AS; be diſtaſteful on o- 
ther accqunts. Mr. John Weſley ſays, the 
modern chriſtian is made up ot 7 faith 
and heathen morality, 


1 
1 ſhall now at; laſt put. «hk case, to | 
hey the ablack lit 


f your ordinary inſpira- 
tion 


— 
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have already ſpoken to that point, Defence, 
pa 130 to 136. and I hope as fully and fa- 
aRorily' as the nature of the ſubject will 
permit, I ſhall here juſt add, or in part re- 
peat what I have ſaid before ; that as we 
allow alt religious to come from God, 

ſo, if this minute I find my mind deſtitute 
of what onghe to refide therein, and the next, 
under an holy, religious tincture, I conclude 
the beginning of the influence to be an act 
of the Holy —_ which the mind finding 
in itfelf, by the which it affords, 
immediately ſeizes as its own, and converts 
into as of joy, faith, lyve or defire; the 
Holy Ghoft furni o us with materials, out of 
which, by an act of free will, we form theſe 
ſeveral graces for ourſelves, it being, as I 
obſerved before, abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the 
Spirit of God performs in us 47 6— 
ring, &c. than which n cart be more 
inconfiftent with man's a , and the ſet- 
tled and unalterable nature of vice and vir- 
tue. If you grant all this, and allow, as I 
think yo muſt, that mere hiftoricul faith 
- ior Chrif des nor avuil, then I deſire 
art 3 teff, on your 
principle from what JO 4 moral action 
proceeds. 


Another thing, which: F cannot paß fi- 
lently: over, is your abuſe of that ſcripture 
pbraſs, the Grace of God, by confining it 
to ordinary — only, penis, page 

A | 92. 
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92. The Grace of God is ordinary mnfpira- 
tion; ſo, fay I, is extraordinary inſpiration; 
for as grace fienifies favour, it is as applica- 
ble to one as to the other; to an znforming, 
as well as to an aſſiſting inſpiration ; z both are 
favours, and ſcripture no where - confines 
the term Grace to mere affiſftance. St. Paul 
aſcribes his happy chriſtian condition, his 
. hole flock, both of knowledge and power, 
to the Grace of God; yet by the Grace of 
God I am what I am; nay, his labours, in- 
cluding as well the wiſdom, as pains thereto 
belonging, he aſcribes to God's: Grace; 
I laboured more than them all, yet not I, bus 
| the Grace of God that aas with ne. The 
very ſame; divine principle has in ſcripture 
many names, adapted to its different opera- 
tions, but all ſignifying the ſelf-ſame divine 
principle of knowledge and power : Tis called 
light,. becauſe it diſcovers; JÞt rit, becauſe it 
' quickens ; and grace, becauſe tis a favour of 
.. God, freely. diſpenſed to mankind. There 
is not, perhaps, any one doctrine, about 
which our divines write ſo abſurdly and in- 
conſiſtently, as that of inſpiration : A plain 
indication of their want of experience! And 
here, as you have taken pains to vindicate 
yourſelf, and expoſe the methodiſts and their 
alles, it would, I think, on the other hand, 
be doing no leſs ſervice to the publick, and to 
the cauſe of chriſtianity itſelf, to collect to- 
cher what has been wrote and * by 


Our 
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our modern divines, about inſpiration and 
regeneration, Sberret, Stebbings, Trapp, and 
Materlana, that fo the: world may ſee how deep 
they are in- religious experience, and what a 
bleſſed uniformity there is amongſt zhoſe great 
maſters in Iſrael, ſuch a jumble of modern 
divinity, as will doubtleſs aſtoniſh the world, 
and abundantly verify that ſaying of holy writ, 
he maketh the diuiners mad, and turneth 
wiſe men backwards. 

| You ſay, my diſtinction beenden alia 
and fate is very idle; but I ſtill look on the 
toleration, as not coming from the church, 
but the ſtate, becauſe inconſiſtent with the 
common temper of clergymen; and 1 fancy 
that, in this reſpe&; .an act of convocation 
might be very d to an act of parlia- 
ment; and ſo, I believe, thinks every body 
elſe. Beſides, I thought ſuch an orthodox 
divine, as Dr. Trapp, had underſtood the 
word church to ſignify the clergy, only, ra- 
ther than the people united with them; but 
this is a matter too trivial to contend about. 

J ſuppoſe now, after all, if I cannot be 
confuted with argument, I ſhall have plenty 
of ſcandal and railing, be aſperſed and vili- 
fied, as mo churchman, as I have. been alrea- 
dy, becauſe I cannot be uncharitable enough 
to damn all who diſbelieve the ene 
Creed; but ſure, is there no difference be- 
tween denying the ereed, and refuſing to ſend 


to the devil every man that cannot believe it? 
5 K 2 43 


may Gif find 12 as woll with. the creed it- 
ſelf, as with the damning e er thereto an- 
nexed, altogether beneath good - nature and 
humanity, and much more difagrecable to 
the divine Mercy! : ' Muſt I be challenged 
with denying forms F prayer and the ru⁰ο 
facraments, 4— I endeavour to maintain 
. the diſtinction between pirit and letter, form 
and power, and am afraid to exalt the ſer- 
vant into the place of the maſter, to aſcribe 
that to external elements, which nothing but 
the divine power itſelf is able to effect; 
wherein do I ſet the ſacrament lower than 1 
ought? don't our church declare it ro h an 
outward and viſible fign of an inward and 
ſpiritual grace and have I ſet it lower? I 
have never denied holy orders neceſſary to the 
work of the miniſtry, but all along contended 
for it. And as to the ſilent meetings of the 
Quakers, I do profeſs, I think filence to be 
| rooms agreeable to the nature of the chri- 
| ſian worſhip; nor am I ſuch a ſuperſtitious 
digotted churchman, as as to believe any doc- 
trine or practice to be good, only becauſe tis 
practiſed amongſt us, or to condemn every 
Quaker's tenet and behaviour as erroneous, 
only becauſe the Quakers hold it. Laſtly, 
cannot a man pafs an innocent joke on the 
avarice of a modern clergyman, without be- 
ing charged with abuſing St. Paul F as if 
_ was no — between that 45 
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d:fonterefied .preacher of the goſpel 
avaritious modern parfon: this is ſuch rea- 
ſoning and abuſe, as I ſhould have reſented 
from any pen but yours; but, as you ſay, 
em, and charge all theſe dreadful: things 
upon me, that's enough; and *tis an honour 
to be abuſed by ſuch a great adverſary. Nor 
will gratitude, for your many favours, per- 
mit me to paſs over in filence, the many in- 
ſtances of chriſtian aeg, Humility and 
ſoft language, abounding in your ſerrnons 
and defence, whereby the reader may per- 
ceive how agreeable your ' practice is to your 
profeſſion, I ſhall do this, by collecting 
texts of ſcripture relating to the true chri- 
ſian temper and carriage on the one ſide; 
and as many parallel inflances out of your 
pamphlets on the other; and ave the reader 
to n them. "It, | 


ä page 66. 


"Dewrly Selina; an 
The caſe is the ſame 


veng not your ſelves, 


and an 


but rather give place 
unto 5 for it rs 
written, ve 
mine, I will repay, 
faith the Lord, Rom. 
Xi, 1 N i 
Even unto this pre. 
fm hour, ue both 
hunger and thirſt, and 
are naked, and are 
| 3 


ance is | 


here, and in my bum- 


2 opinion, might de- 


ſerve the conſideration 


of fome" (the No 


ture) whom I jha 
Rot .. 
ton. T; be true ſpire of 


ſume to m— 


the methodiſts. : Page 
54, 55. Tho "there be 


nothing that de ger ves 


an 


' (700 

zu frech and have 70. an anſwer in point of 
certain dwelling place, argumentation, &c. 
and labour working yet, I think, it yg 
with our own hands; be very properly an- 
being reviled, we blef, ( —_: à proſecu- 
Being Er e ; we tion, or an action at 
ſuffer it. being de- law, .either in the 
Famed, we EE Commons, or in 
wwe are made 1 Wen aer "Hall 
tb of the world, and Again, page 81. fuch 
-as the off-ſcouring. a medley, &c. which 
all. things, unto this would never have been 
day, 1 2 iv. 1 „ ' endured in any chriſ- 
12, 13. iin country but ours, 
For WIS 1 nor in ours neither, in 
to were ye called, be- any times but theſe. 
cauſe Chriſt af alſo VA x: Appendix, page 88. 
ered. fon us, leaving This is tbe ſtale to- 
us anexample, that ye pick of': every. igno- 
Should follow his fleps, rant creature, who 
who did not fin, nei- hates the church; plu- 
ther was guile found ralities are neceſſary 
in his mouth; who, in many caſes, bugbly 
_ avhen be wat reviled, expedient; ix others; 
 reviled.. not again; nor could the church 


when he Juffered, he well your "without 
threatned not, but them, &c. Setmons, 


committed himſe 77 to 
bim that  judgeth 
righteoufly, 1 Ne A. 
1 8 2, wg: FY 


„ ; 
* 


Vag⸗ 47. Who can 
bear | the audacious 


preſumption. and un- 


ne F theſe 
\, Wretches. 


1 
* 5 * Ss 
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Nor rendring evil 
far. evil, or railing. 
fer railing, but con- 
frariwiſe, bleſſing, &c 

1 Pet. iii. 9. Yet Mi- 
chael, the archangel, 


_ when contending with 
the devil, he diſputed. 


about the body of Mo- 


ſes, durſt nat bring 
againſt him 4 —_—_ 


accuſation, but ſat 


the Lord rebuke thee, 
Jude g. 
See that none ren- 
der evil for evil unto 
any man, 1 Theſſ. v. 


13. 


Jo ſpeak evil of 1 no 


man, to be no braw- 
ters, but gentle, ſhew- 
ing all meekneſs unto 


37. the pride, 
dence and in folence of 
Whitefield ; mo Was 


The truc 
ſpirit. Page 10. What 
chriſtian can bear this 
. blaſphemy? 29. this 
notorious har and 
Manderer,----to abuſe 


the clergy with all the 


. aoretches. 


bell. 


malice of 


-Whitefteld's cant and 
nonſenſe; 32. crack'd- 


brain d enthuſiaſts, or 


prophane hypocrites ; 
34. the rudeneſs and 
_ A the pride 

nd inſolence, 


high and malice, the 


hing and flander ; 


zmpu- , 


there ever ſuch a lying 


anderer, as well as jo 


all ene Titus iii. 2. prophane @ wretch? 


52. grave ſolemn im- 
pudence ;, 82. half 
witted murderers of 


puer; 54. De. 


Trapp is not haſty in 
bis words, but ſpeaks 
 theworgs he truth « 5 


4 men 


, 


/ 


words and ſpeeches upon proper otcaſjons, 
"ID know the: party 2 


— — St. Paul, in this 
| * all fubtilty, and child of the devil: theſe 


texts ate 1 very 


HEAT 
Lam ſenſible, bis comparifen is liable to 


ſome objections from our warm urnetict ec 
cleflaſticks it may b > urged, that tho theſe 


ſtrong againſt every 
; or Gemingly aſty — 
aghout- your writings, yet they are 
tood ſo as to condemn hard 


10 deſerve ſuch 
On the contary, we find both onr 
Practice; Ye 


ents and 


ervfes, ye ers; thou full 


inſtances fhew_ kun, that hard words, on 


ſome occaſior not only be harmbkſ. 
3 neceſſary; this, I think, is Rating the 


nt fairly on your fide ; to which I re- 


a pe, that Jeſus Chriſt as God, both know- 


ing the heart, and havin g authority to do as 
he pleaſed, might ne a this liberty 
much faferthan we can, who want this authe- 
rity, and are beſides in great danger of miſtak- 
ing men. But yet his behaviour, under ſuf- 
fering, · was quite different; how unreſiſting, 
calm and meek, how: patiently did he wear 


the crown of thorns, endure cruel mockings 
and contradictions of ſinners: and in this 
latter inſtance, rather than the other, he is 
our pattern; as appears from the above collec- 
tion of texts; but not to ſuch degree, as on all 
occaſions, and without exception, to hinder 
i e 8 


tnl 


a eue ehriſtun miniſter from bene a little 
n and ſometimes to give ſharp 
Sr pere as in che ceaſe of Elymns and 
t. Paul. Now, tho our Saviour ſays, by 
yu fruits ye null even them, and you may 
„ a mth, he is known to be ve 
vitk rave thanforetbeharply and tartly dealt 
with mimiiers; yet the eaſe is quite 
; Me, the archangel, contend- 
ing wth the devf, knew that he was the 
devil, yet Gern not Teile him. Neither is 
dür knowledge -of any man's wickedneſs a 
ſufficient Warrant for the uſe of ſharp lan- 
gtrage. The only tion to this general 
telle of meck and mild behaviour, is, an im- 
e · command from God, ſuch 28 may 
ciſtinguiſhable, Cc. to reprehend, and to 
rply ; and this was St. Pauls autho- 
nity in the caſe of Elymas. But this is an 
influence which you deny, or modeſtly diſ- 
claim, and therefore you have no buſineſs to 
2d it in your favour. All this conſider d and 
aid together, muſt not every modeſt man 
ſtand atttazed at your expreſſions, the true 
ſpirit, &c. p. 54. Dr. Trapp is not haſty 
in Bis words, Bur Heute the words "= truth 


and ſoberneſs. 
I was thinking, in corfidetation of theſe 


thitips, to collect mater ials for a feconl congra- 
= letter, in which I hope to make full 
for tome little caſual * of expreſ- 

L 


ſion 


— 


1 re better treatment than they have gene- 


74 
ſion in the "Wig which might make it 
ſeem as if I was only praiſing you in jeſt, I 


am glad, ' however, - that I had either the 
prudence, or the good luck, to ſteer clear of 
la 


w' ſuits and . eſtminſter-Hall. I have little 


to do with the other pamphlets wrote againſt 
- you, Mr. Law is, douptleſs, a very inge- 


nious n kids J take ſome of. is no- 


0 10 — ug as well as e — tag 
Say no more, I beſeec 

and novelty, with the latter of which all religions, 

the true as well as falſe, have been maliciouſ- 


ly branded. The common people have com- 


mon ſenſe, tho? not bred at the Univerſity ; 
they know, that in religion, ſince the time 
of our Saviour and his apoſtles, there have 
been many innovations, they are reſolved, 


maugre all your bug-bears, all your dex- 


trous and indirect methods of calling on the 
civil power, for aid to ſuppreſs them, to ex- 
amine for themſelves, and take no doctrine 
upon truſt, even tho you ſhould be Pleaſed 
to affirm it for truth. 

But after all, I would not be 0 


Sd favour the methodiſts in all things, tho I 


take them to be a ſincere people, and to de- 


rally 


1 

rally had from the pens and pulpits of our 
clergy; yet, I confeſs, they ſeem to be mighty 
weak in ſome points, and to hold many falſe 
doctrines, ſome of which you have wiſely 
refuted ; and I rather incline to mention this, 
becauſe TD ſeem to be worſe than 
when they firſt ſet out; at leaſt, there be 
ſome among them, and teachers too, who 
have need of being taught themſelves; I 
thought John A'court had been a metho- 
_ diſt. I'm ſure I heard him much com- 
mended by a methodiſt (but ſome ſay he is 
not) I really took him for one; and what a 
ſtrange rhapſody of ignorance, entbuſiaſin, 
and uncharitableneſs, did I hear very lately 
from his mouth in Moorfelds / the ſtile and 

incoherence far below the extempore effuſ;- 
ons of the meaneſt She-Quaker parſon, I was 
really aſhamed to hear it; and what with 
this, and ſome little converſation which I 
Had with a methodiſt, on the nature of ju/- 
tification, IJ am really more out of conceit 
with them than ever, I now fear they will 
do more harm than good, by reviving along 
with ſome good things, the worſt fort of 
doctrines, doctrines deſtructive of religion, 
and of human liberty. But to return to this 
fame enthuſiaſt, Fohn Acourt; this pious 
_ gentleman was, on Thurſday, Fune 28, to 
preach at Kennington Common, where he took 
for his text, the 17th article of the church 
2 of 
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of England, * eſign. to Rune the doc- 
trine of a e 3 and after having 
freely de ſcanted on the Articles, inſiſted on 
their plain literal ſenſe, and been very, liberal 
in bis reproaches on the. glergy, for evading 
and explaining them away z. at length he 
comes to a kind of confeſſion. und impreca- 
ion ; « My beloved (ays he) it FRY lane 
& ere I could belieye this article al 
* > deſtination, I thought _— oſt ;, but 
« at length, "thro” Gs grace, N to 
« be reconciled to it, and I now firmly 
&« believe it in the literal ſenſe, nay, I am 
er ſure it is true in that ſenſe; if it be nat ſo, 
« I'Il be damn d: What! ſhall awe poor frail | 
& creatures take upon us to limit the divine 
c power, or ſettle what 7s, or what is not, 
ce juſt with reſpect to him, whoſe will is his 
ce only law; fo to do, is the moſt inſolent 
e and ſhocking preſumption imaginable ; 
God, if he pleaſes, may, without any 
a breach of juſtice, make a world, and Blow 
« it to hell in a moment. My, brethren, re- 
« pent of your fins, as well thoſe which 
* you committed above five thouſand years 
e ago, as thoſe you committed ſince. You 
& fin'd in Adam; and for Adam's fin, I 
& know, there are now broiling in hell, 
« abundance of ſouls infinitely better than I 
% am; nevertheleſs 'I am ſure of falvation. 
&« My brethren, Ji & Chriſt now makes my 
« offer 


R 8 


im) 


Fm — on and 4 you 
c tis. a t. 
46 thing for it, — — Believe 
«, —— ——— 
6e shall be certainly ved; I am ſo ime of 
, this, that ſhould. you- miſcarry and go to 
« hel}, Li por a with ,you ; I think 
* that ie vary fair. - Theſe, I think, ene. 
In pleading for oſpication, the badi 
do well, but abſurdly (ſeem to) make: the 
holy ſpirit de all, da own. part, and theirs 
too; ati leaſt, me among them ſeem to 
maintain, this doctrine: they are likewriſe, in 
another caſe, inconſiſtent vrith themfſclves; 
they allow, that without inſpiration, no man 
dan pray or preach as he ought; and yet, 
like thoſe they condemn, ſet themſelves 0 
work as ſoon as ever they come together; 
whereas, would they be conſiſtent —. them- 
ſelves, they ought not to be thus raſh and 
baſty, but wait for that inſpiration ; without 
which, they allow themſelves not 'to be ca- 
of doing any thing in religion: here 
dre devil cheats, idk them OY 
buſy, in the outſide of things; ives 
them, in great meaſure, of the le 6 of reli. 
gion, which tends to make religion it ſelf 
nauſeous and burthenſome to them; where- 
as, would they be till and quiet, and have 
leſs form, more power would * ; ſilence 
is 


is, by me, to you, 
offer to do any 


[8] 
is very profitable and improving, and, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, eſſential to true inſpiration, 
As I have been a natrow inſpector into the 


various kinds of mini amongſt us, I muſt 
acknowledge that to bo beſt, ' which is a kind 
of conſequent of this practice; ; for as our 
happineſs conſiſts in homing unity and fellow- 
pb with: God, ſo it is beſt, 2 moſt un- 
diſturbedly enjoyed in ſilence; Be till, Jays 
. the. prophet, and know that I am God; did 
the methodiſts know this rightly, they would 
more practiſe it than they do; all inordinate 
bodily auſterities, all extreams, and neglect 
of temporal. duties, would ſoon-vaniſh, and 
they would find more true peace and happi- 
neſs in one hour, on this principle; even in 
their common worldly einployments than 
now they can do, in running a round of ce- 
eng in e des _ one” to 
year. 
1 bad really almoſt forgot t: to give thanks 
for your ſeaſonable admonition againſt writ- 
ing falſe Engliſb (I ſuppoſe you meant plain 
Engliſh.) To ſuch quaint remarks as thoſe, 
teſtifying no leſs charity than ſkill, I ſhall 
make much the ſame reply as did the preſent 
biſhop of Nincleſter, in his letter to Dr. 
Snape, who wrangled about points and com- 
ma's; ſuch things are either above or beneath 
my capacity, ſo long as my meaning is too 
48 to be 1 miſtaken ; 3 I ſhall _ 
| ſuc 


„ 
ſuch remarks to thoſe that have capacities 


. 


T know not whether you will make any 
reply to my arguments; perhaps you will 
throw a random ſquib or two, in the Feebly 
Miſcellany : But as you may think a full an- 
ſwer beneath your dignity, fo I ſhall eſtem one 
that is ſuperficial and declamatory, beneath | 
my notice. i, Tis 2 20 > 
Whatever you may think of the doctrine 
of immediate inſpiration, it is the very truth 
of religion; and will proſper tho in the hands 
of the unlearned and ignorant againſt all the 
arguments, arts and attempts, of ſatan and his 
emiſſaries, combining to deſtroy it; not but 
that religion has had learned men for its ad- 
vocates, that have nobly defended it: and 
really, when I take a view of your great 
abilities, ſo conſpicuous in the better part of 
your ſermons, I cannot but lament the loſs 
of chriſtianity, in the want of ſuch an able 
defender, as you might be, of the doctrine 
I have. been laying down: were you but 
rightly to experience it in yourſelf, and draw 
your pen in its favour, how would the ene- 
mies of inſpiration fly before you, even Tindal 
_ himſelf, (were he living) Chub and Morgan 
would tremble and hide themſelves becauſe of 
Po the glory of Chapman and-Leland 
be greatly eclipſed. Jam ſure, if my well- 
meant, tho' weak ang imnerfe/2 endeavorrs, 
2 4 55 2 ſhould 
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